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We Are Pleased to Announce that 
MR. H. BENEDETTO 


has rejoined our staff in the capacity of Sales Representa- 
tive. He will be calling on you to represent our company 
and to present the following lines: 


CADMUS BOOKS, LANDMARK BOOKS, ALLABOUT 
BOOKS, MAGIC WINDOW BOOKS — all issued by 
E. M. Hale and Company. 


CHILDRENS PRESS BOOKS in Library Bindings. 


DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY'S Prebound Juveniles, 
Real Books, Junior Literary Guild editions, etc. 


MELMONT BOOKS issued by Carl J. Leibel, Inc. 


SIMON & SCHUSTER'S GOLDENCRAPFT Books in Li- 
brary Binding. 


COLLIER'S ENCYCLOPEDIA, new 1957 Edition, and 
other Collier publications. 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 


740 ST. CHARLES AVE. NEW ORLEANS 12, LA. 
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ALL THIS PICTURE NEEDS IS YOU 


... at the circulation center of this warm, friendly and 
remarkably efficient “New Life” Library. Take this opportunity 
to look around. Anything missing? Well, let's see. Records 

at finger-tips ... staff room nearby ... conference room 

out of heavy traffic... layout just right. No questions 
or comments? Then whisk it away—to your “New Life” 
distributor (who can make “dream libraries” 
—like this—come true). 


SJOSTROM OF PHILADELPHIA 
Designers and Manufacturers of 


IN LOUISIANA: H. C. PARKER, INC, 
336 Camp Street, New Orleans, La. 
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President's Message 





Dorothy B. Skau 


A step of considerable importance in the 
history of the Louisiana Library Association 
was taken during the 1957 Convention when 
the members voted for its incorporation as a 
non-profit corporation under the laws of the 
State of Louisiana. At that time, articles of 
incorporation were presented as drawn up 
from our present constitution by Attorney 
Horace C. Lane. During the discussion pre- 
ceding the vote, certain changes suggested by 
various members were approved. Among 
other advantages, incorporation will facilitate 
having the scholarship fund exempt from in- 
come taxes, and open the door for future 
projects. 


Favorable action by the members was in- 
deed a vote of confidence in the 1956 and 
1957 Executive Boards, which had decided 
to recommend the change in status at the 
1957 Annual Meeting on the basis of the 
investigation and report of the 1956 Parlia- 
mentarian. 
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The decision to incorporate did necessitate 
certain minor changes in the form of the 
constitution to comply with state law. For 
example: 

Article I of the Constitution formerly 
read: “The name of this Association shall 
be the Louisiana Library Association.” 

The new Article I is more elaborate, read- 
ing: 

“The name and title of this Corporation 

shall be Louisiana Library Association, 

and under and by said name, unless sooner 
dissolved according to law, it shall exist 
and continue and shall have and enjoy 

corporate existence and succession for a 

period of ninety-nine years from and after 

the date of this act, during which time it 
shall possess all of the powers, rights, 
privileges, capacities and immunities which 
non-profit corporations are authorized and 
may hereafter be authorized to possess un- 
der the Constitution and Laws of Loui- 

siana, particularly Title XII, Section 10, 

et seq., of the Louisiana Revised Statutes.” 

Four members of the Constitution, By-laws 
and Manual Committee — Frances Flanders 
(chairman), Ruth Clark Reedy, William 
Dosite Postell and I—met the day before 
the convention began and again on Friday 
during the convention, to discuss the pro- 
posed articles of incorporation, and to work 
out amendments to the by-laws. Mr. Lane 
has completed the revisions made in accord- 
ance with the wishes of the membership as 
expressed at the Saturday morning business 
session and they are ready for the final sig- 
nature and filing. 


The Articles of Incorporation, like the 
constitution, will contain only the funda- 
mental rules of the Association, such as the 
name, object, membership requirements, off- 
cers and method of their election, meetings, 
and method of amending the articles. These 
can be expected to remain virtually un- 
changed for long periods of time. 

The By-laws will continue to spell out 
the specific rules under which the Associa- 
tion is to operate, and may be amended by 
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a majority vote at any business session at 
any regular annual meeting. 

One significant amendment voted at this 
convention was to shorten the period be- 
tween election of officers and the date they 
assume their duties. Those elected at the 
spring convention will now take office on 
July 1st, instead of the following January 
Ist. 

This seems more realistic from the point 
of view of efficient administration of the so- 
ciety’s affairs. The president-elect has a full 
year’s experience before taking over the du- 
ties of president; the other newly elected 
officers assume their posts after a three- 
month instead of nine-month interval. Un- 
der this arrangement the board will have 
more time to prepare its own program and 
carry it into operation, and the culmination 
of the term will be the annual meeting. Un- 
der the old system the program of one Board 
was apt to be executed by the succeeding 
boards, and committees effective only since 
January Ist, could not be expected to report 
substantial progress at a March convention 
about two and one-half months later. 


Another change in by-laws reducing sec- 
tion allotments, proposed by the Executive 
Board, was endorsed. This measure will re- 
lease funds for expenses of the committees 
which are carrying out the various associa- 
tion projects. Should a section require funds 
for a special project, a request to the Board 
for subsidy can be made. 


Consideration will be given next year to 
the addition of other types of memberships. 
Many of us have thought such classes as 
“life” membership could be introduced, and 
“honorary,” “emeritus,” or “retired’’ mem- 
berships might provide suitable categories 
for desirable members, who, though not ac- 
tively engaged in library work, are still inter- 
ested in the Association. 

The complete text of the Articles of In- 
corporation and of the By-laws will be pub- 
lished in an early issue of the Bulletin. When 


' the text of the By-laws appears, undoubtedly 


you will want to study them carefully; if 
you wish to suggest changes, please send 
your suggestions to the Chairman of the 
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Constitution, By-laws and Manual Commit- 


tee (the Parliamentarian). 


CONVENTION 


The plan to emphasize books, reading, 
and services at the 1957 convention became 
the convention theme under the slogan, 
‘Books Are Here to Stay.” This caught the 
fancy of the press, and was even used as 
the title of editorials in the New Orleans 
States and Item newspapers. 

The convention committee did a magnif- 
icent job under the leadership of Margaret 
Ruckert and Ruth Robbins, general chair- 
men. Celia Moore, Evelyn Peters, Margaret 
Sabadie, Anna May McCurdy, Helen Maestri 
and Verlyn Sanders and Dosite Postell, com- 
mittee heads, are to be congratulated upon 
the splendid and thorough manner in which 
they completed their assignments. Praise is 
also due George King Logan for his excel- 
lent work as chairman of a special local pub- 
licity committee, created this year to assist 
the Association’s Public Relations Committee 
before and during the convention. I am in- 
deed grateful to these chairmen and to all 
members of their committees for their en- 
thusiastic support and efficient work which 
made possible the success of the convention. 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Fifteen past presidents had their own spe- 
cial get-together during the New Orleans 
meeting at one of the liveliest breakfasts it 
has ever been my good fortune to attend. 
An exchange of stories and reminiscences 
predominated, but there was time to discuss 
association affairs and new projects. 

It made me feel quite humble to be among 
these librarians who have been so active in 
LLA, and have contributed so much toward 
making it the strong association it is today. 
And what is even more wonderful is the 
fact that they have continued their interest 
by accepting committee assignments when 
called upon, and carrying them out diligently 
and well. They also stand by with construc- 
tive suggestions, advice and counsel as 
needed. LLA is indeed rich in its active Past 
Presidents’ group. 

Notes extending greetings to their friends 

(Continued on Page 103) 
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“ehrough the Aurning Glass 


By 
LAWRENCE CLARK POWELL 


Our conferences are too much taken up 
with organization and technique, with filing 
while Rome falls. Our purpose is to serve 
people in their need for knowledge, diver- 
sion, and inspiration. To continue to do this 
we need a steady stream of new blood flow- 
ing into our veins—I mean new librarians. 
We are not getting enough of them. We 
might well place this need above all others, 
rather than to stress our differences. The 
things that make librarians alike should be 
our concern, not the differences of nomen- 
clature and specialization which subdivide 
us into book-tight compartments of associa- 
tions, sections, divisions, etc. Perhaps we 
have reached the time when we should dis- 
solve and reform along simpler lines. Or am 
I being Utopian? Once there came the Re- 
formation to Religion. Why not to Librar- 
ianship, which to many is a kind of religion. 

These are the urgencies which over-ride 
everything else when I speak to librarians 
now, and which make me seek to pack each 
talk with the essences of what I have learned 
in the twenty best years of my life, the years 
I have been a librarian. I am proud to be 
a librarian, and I am compelled to com- 
municate the feelings I have about my work, 
sharing them with other librarians and po- 
tential librarians, so that there will be widen- 
ing circles of magnetic attraction to librarian- 
ship. 

Yet am I a person of narrowing interests. 
Take the rest of the world; leave me books 
and people and places. Reading, humanity, 
and geography, have become my specializa- 
tions, and it is these three that I want to 
speak about, with the intensity which derives 
from the possibility, in this dangerous world, 
that this might be my last chance to say 
what I believe. 


I want to take you, as Lewis Carroll took 
Alice, through the glass—not the Looking 
Glass—rather through the Burning Glass. 
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I want to use a book or two as a burning 
glass, and pass through them into the world 
beyond, into the world of beautiful places, 
the world of creative people who symbolize 
the goodness and greatness of mankind, who 
are earth’s glory—human beings with hearts 
and minds synchronized to function creative- 
ly for the inspiration of less highly organ- 
ized people. 

You know my fondness for the dictionary 
as the best book for setting us straight. Let 
me read a definition of burning glass; it will 
tell what I am up to: 

BURNING GLASS: a convex lense for 
focusing the sun's rays so as to produce heat 
or set fire to something. 

Four years ago a single book focused 
forces which set me on fire. It was not 
an obvious book of inspiration—not the 
Bible or Shakespeare or Leaves of Grass. 
In fact, it was the most unlikely of books, 
a bibliography, and by a Texan. You've 
guessed it: J. Frank Dobie’s Guide to Life 
and Literature of the Southwest. 1 had some- 
how missed the first edition and it was the 
second edition of 1952, “revised and en- 
larged in both knowledge and wisdom,” to 
use Dobie’s own words, that fell into my 
imagination like a stone in water. The wid- 
ening circles are still expanding my life 
around that concentric book. 

I had been invited to speak to the Arizona 
Library Association, and as usual I had a 
title, “This Dry and Wrinkled Land,” before 
I had a talk. That was why I turned to the 
Dobie volume, at the last minute, in search 
of inspiration. It did not fail me. From 
its exciting annotations I got the idea of 
taking three very different Southwest books 
and speaking of the way in which they 
evoked for me the evergreen spirit of the 
arid lands of the Sonoran zones. 


The books were Will Levington Comfort’s 
Apache, Willa Cather’s Death Comes for the 
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Archbishop, and Haniel Long’s Interlinear 
to Cabeza de Vaca. Dobie’s book was the 
burning glass which fired them for me, and 
they in turn proved burning glasses on the 
whole Southwest which has ever since been 
blazing in my imagination. Through these 
books I entered a new found world, living 
henceforth on a higher plane of places and 
people. From each of them I derived new 
relationships, proving again the power of 
books to change one’s life. That is why li- 
brarianship can be such a powerful profes- 
sion, concerned as it is if properly practiced, 
with transforming the common elements of 
experience into the precious elements of 
heightened, widened, and deepened human 
consciousness, changing people and thereby 
changing the world. 

Two of the authors, Will Comfort and 
Willa Cather, were dead and gone beyond 
my ken, but I did come to know Comfort’s 
daughter Jane, also a writer. I wanted to 
learn what had led her father to forsake 
magazine serials and write this novel about 
the rimrock Apache, the chieftain Mangas 
Coloradas—Red Sleeves—which Dobie calls 
“The most moving and incisive piece of 
writing on Indians of the Southwest that 1 
have found.” 

She did not know. I made other inquiries. 
No one knew. The answer was seemingly 
lost forever with Comfort’s death in 1932, 
a year after the publication of Apache. All 
she recalled was that her father had been so 
obsessed by the subject that, in delirium be- 
fore he died, he imagined himself to be the 
Apache chieftain. 

A few months passed, and then I heard 
again from Jane Levington Comfort. She 
had opened some cartons stored in a closet 
of her late mother’s house, and in one of 
them she had found the things that had been 
on her father’s work-table the day he died— 
a mass of writers’ paraphernalia swept up by 
the widow and stored out of sight, and for- 
gotten after her death. Included was the last 
thing Will Comfort had been working on, 
an illegible lot of manuscript pages—which 
appeared to be an unfinished essay on what 
had led him to write Apache. It has now 
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been deciphered by one of my staff and will 
soon be published.* 

As for the second book, I was led by a 
re-reading of Willa Cather to make my first 
pilgrimage to Santa Fé to see the statue of 
Father Lamy, in front of the Cathedral, sight 
of which was the burning glass which caught 
Miss Cather on fire and led to the writing 
of this bareboned book called Death Comes 
for the Archbishop. 

I came to Santa Fé, up river from Albu- 
querque, on a summer day of thundercaps 
over the Sangres, dove colored and sinister, 
and the wind risen, bearing the smell of 
pinyon smoke long before I reached the 
city of the Holy Faith, the veritable heart 
of the Southwest. As I crossed the Plaza 
toward the cathedral, a troop of Boy Scouts 
went by in tow of their master, headed also 
for the church, and I overheard one laggard 
say to another, 

“Come on, I'll buy you a coke at the drug- 
store.” 

“Yeah,” his buddy agreed, “the church 
won't be much; just a lot of veils and 
saints.” 

Whereupon the two peeled off from their 
pious fellows and took to their heels. 

This modern cathedral of Santa Fé is not 
beautiful, either without or within, but it 
serves as a place of worship and meditation 
for people in need of peace and quiet; and 
in the annals of American literature also it 
is a sacred place, the place where Miss 
Cather caught fire and in the crucible of 
her imagination created the book which is 
her immortality. 

I went on to climb the rockfast pueblo of 
Acoma, which figures memorably in Death 
Comes for the Archbishop, and there in the 
ancient church of St. Stephen I sat in soli- 
tude, seeing the naive frescoes, hearing the 
murmur of men on the roof rolling new logs 
into place, my heart filled with the riches 
that came from reading a book. 

Who says that reading is a substitute for 
living? When one goes through the Burn- 
ing Glass, he finds that living and reading 
are as inseparable as two flames which have 
come together and made one. 


* James V. Mink, “The Making of a Southwestern Novel,” Manuscripts (April, 1957). 
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My journey to Acoma recalled Willa 
Cather’s description of the same approach. 

“After early mass the next morning Father 
Latour and his guide rode off across the low 
plain that lies between Laguna and Acoma. 
In all his travels the Bishop had seen no 
country like this. From the flat red sea of 
sand rose great rock mesas, generally Gothic 
in outline, resembling vast cathedrals. They 
were not crowded together in disorder, but 
placed in wide spaces, long vistas between. 
This plain might once have been an enor- 
mous city, all the smaller quarters destroyed 
by time, only the public buildings left,— 
piles of architecture that were like moun- 
tains. The sandy soil of the plain had a light 
sprinkling of junipers, and was splotched 
with masses of blooming rabbit brush,—that 
olive-coloured plant that grows in high 
waves like a tossing sea, at this season cov- 
ered with a thatch of bloom, yellow as gorse, 
or orange like marigolds.” 


“This mesa plain had an appearance of 
great antiquity, and of incompleteness; as if, 
with all the materials for world-making as- 
sembled, the Creator had desisted, gone 
away and left everything on the point of 
being brought together, on the eve of being 
arranged into mountain, plain, plateau. The 
country was still waiting to be made into 
a landscape.” 

“Ever afterward the Bishop remembered 
his first ride to Acoma as his introduction to 
the mesa country. One thing which struck 
him at once was that every mesa was dupli- 
cated by a cloud mesa, like a reflection, 
which lay motionless above it or moved 
slowly up from behind it. These cloud for- 
mations seemed to be always there, however 
hot and blue the sky. Sometimes they were 
flat terraces, ledges of vapour; sometimes 
they were dome-shaped, or fantastic, like the 
tops of silvery pagodas, rising one above 
another, as if an oriental city lay directly 
behind the rock. The great tables of granite 
set down in an empty plain were inconceiv- 
able without their attendant clouds, which 
were a part of them, as the smoke is part of 
the censer, or the foam of the wave.” 

The widening circles carried me deep into 
Texas where I visited Frank Dobie, that 
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good human being who stands for all that 
is decent in the American tradition. Austin 


is tree-green in summertime, and its streets, 


named for the rivers of Texas, are a prose 
poem: Brazos, Nueces, Pecos and Guadalupe, 
Colorado, Neches, and Rio Grande. Later 
I dedicated to him my book, Heart of the 
Southwest, which his book had inspired. I 
wish that he could be sent around the world 
to speak to people everywhere. Not even 
speak; just grin. Dobie’s grin has more 
humor in it than a network of comics. Peo- 
ple of the world would trust America more 
if they could know ambassadors like Dobie. 

To lead to the last book, this paragraph: 

“All mer in one way or another feel the 
need of the mystery which is much the same 
under the names of corroboration, self-justi- 
fication, benediction, and which means the 
courage to be oneself. Down into this life 
of ours, this succession of daily emergencies 


“se 


each filled with the need of reality, certain ff 


men can thrust their roots deeper and deeper. 
Others can not. When one examines the 
careers of men, something of the greatness 
of those who are truly great may dawn on 
one like a white-crested mountain, K2 or 
Everest, so far away that it seems to be a 
white sheep lying down in a pasture.” 

This was written by Haniel Long, at the 
beginning of his book about Walt Whitman, 
a beautiful book in content and format, pub- 
lished at Santa Fé in 1938 by Writers’ Edi- 
tions, the cooperative publishing house 
founded by Long and others to foster the 
growth of American literature by regional 
publishing. 

All through the 1940’s I was discovering 
the books of Haniel Long this one on Whit- 
man, the Interlinear to Cabeza de Vaca, still 
another on Cortes’ companion, the Indian 
girl Malinche, Piwon Country in the Amer- 
ican Folkways series, and others, all without 
knowing more about their author than that 
he had been born in 1888 of missionary par- 
ents in Rangoon; had gone to Exeter and 
Harvard, taught English for twenty years at 
Carneige Tech before ‘‘retiring’’ to Santa 
Fé in 1929, where he became spokesman for 
the Southwestern literary tradition. 


These books, mostly published in Santa 
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Fé, seemed precious as examples of inde- 
pendence from New York, and encouraged 
some of us in Southern California to dream 
of a similar venture. I never wrote to him 
of my pleasure in his books, since I had 
first learned from his former fellow Pitts- 
burgher, Robinson Jeffers, that writers are 
better employed in writing more books than 
in answering fan mail. 

And so the Forties passed and the Fifties 
began. Then in that fateful month of April 
1953, when I caught fire from Dobie’s book 
and chose Haniel Long’s work on Cabeza 
de Vaca as the final one of my Southwestern 
trio, I re-read the Interlinear and found it 
better than ever, truly an American classic; 
and finally, when “This Dry and Wrinkled 
Land” appeared in the Arizona Librarian, I 
sent a copy to Long. 

His reply led to correspondence and 
friendship, and to a mutual affection that 
increased during the three years of life that 
remained to him. He was sixty-five when I 
met him, tall, gray, partly blind, gentle and 
kind, and he might have said of himself the 
words he gave his Conqusitador: 


“In youth the human body drew me and 
was the object of my secret and natural 
dreams. But body after body has taken away 
from me that sensual phosphorescence which 
my youth delighted in. Within me is no dis- 
turbing interplay now, but only the steady 
currents of adaptation and of sympathy.” 

In 1953, 54, °55, and ’56 I went to Santa 
Fé to see Haniel Long, each time more cer- 
tain: of his stature, in the way he ascribed 
greatness to Whitman, as being possessed of 
the courage to be himself and to thrust down 
roots deeper than others dare. 

Each time, I took one of his books to be 
autographed. The last time it was the one 
called Notes for a New Mythology, and on 
its fly-leaf he wrote, “Dear Clark’”—he al- 
ways called me by my middle name, for his 
middle name also was Clark—“Dear Clark, 
this book is full of youthful dreams, and 
gratitude to those who caused them—and 
now getting along in years, I have a lot of 
gratitude to you for a youthful dream come 
true—and another memorable visit.” 

Haniel Long and his wife, Alice, herself a 
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poet and rare person, lived near the heart 
of Santa Fé in one of the old adobe houses, 
walled with adobe, and filled with old New 
England furniture and family portraits. 
There was a garden too, of flowers and 
vegetables and peach trees. Once I took 
them a Japanese wind-bell, and each spring 
Long reported that he had hung it out again 
from a branch of the fruit tree when the 
blossoms first burst forth. 


Tea was our drink. Alice Long knew 
how to brew Darjeeling so that it had 
strength without bitterness. While she sat 
and knitted and nodded, Long and I talked 
and read aloud, or listened to Mozart. Once 
I read to them from his nearly finished first 
novel, soon to receive posthumous publica- 
tion, and his intense pleasure in hearing 
spoken the words he had labored so long to 
put in order, was good to see. 


Another time he and the city and state 
librarians sponsored a lecture by me in the 
Santa Fé museum. Long sat in the front 
row, his eyes closed most of the time, his 
face relaxed and peaceful; and now and 
then he would open his eyes and smile at 
me, nod approval, and close his eyes again. 

This man was father, brother, friend to 
me, asking no questions, making no de- 
mands, accepting me as I was, giving me the 
courage one needs to be his deepest self. He 
began to transfer his manuscripts to my 
custody, and when he died he willed his 
journals to the Library in my care. His 
books are being widely translated and his 
influence will widen. He is in the great 
tradition ‘of Thoreau, Emerson, Melville, 
and Whitman. 


One of the dearest of lovers’ wishes is 
that they die together, and not leave one in 
a living death after the other has gone. 
Alice and Haniel Long were granted this 
wish, dying last fall three days apart. 


I have used the Burning Glass to symbo- 
lize the power of some books to fire the 
imagination, and to burn away the dross of 
experience, leaving the bones of lasting lit- 
erature. In this way fire is a friend. Fire 
can also be an enemy. It is ranked by Wil- 
liam Blades as one of the chief enemies of 
books. Last winter I had an experience, not 
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symbolical but actual, with fire itself, which 
was one of the most frightening and at the 
same time most purifying experiences of my 
life. I mean the Malibu fire which in three 
days after Christmas burned over twenty-five 
miles of coastal mountains in Southern Cali- 
fornia and destroyed a hundred homes. 


We live on the Malibu coast and were in 
the fiery heart of this furnace, three miles 
from where it started to burn at three o'clock 
in the morning, and fanned by a fifty-mile 
wind ran wild. 

We were awakened by the glow and the 
roar of the approaching flames, and barely 
had time to round up our four cats and one 
dog, load them in the station wagon, and 
drive it to the narrow beach below our cliff- 
side house. 


The heat and the smoke and the ashes 
kept my wife and me there on the sand at 
water's edge, looking up at our house, sur- 
rounded by potential torches of cypress, 
pine, and eucalyptus trees. Somehow we 
were reconciled to losing it and all it con- 
tained, knowing a sudden serenity and free- 
dom from concern. 


Other people were on the beach and the 
things they had chosen to save were curious: 
a stamp collection; a drawer full of clean- 
ing rags mistaken for the one holding the 
lady’s silk underwear; a pair of shoes, both 
lefts, one brown, one black; a bottle of cog- 
nac and a bottle of water; one horse and 
one burro, given to me to tether. 


Then my wife remembered her handbag, 
and up the cliff I went, wet towel around 
my face, and entered the house somehow not 
yet on fire. I went through the smoke-filled 
rooms looking for her handbag, and in the 
search, I found my briefcase, containing the 
notes for this talk. 

As I went from room to room, I said 
goodbye to clothes, rugs, pictures, phono- 
graph records (all of Mozart's piano so- 
natas!), our Steinway; and finally to my 
books, the ones I keep at home in the room 
that serves as study and guest-room. The 
books I have talked about tonight. Long 
and Cather, Comfort and Dobie, Wright's 
Islandia, and a thousand more, each volume 
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rich with many-layered meaning, each vol- 
ume as dear to me as our own grown sons. 
The room smoky, fire at the window, sparks 
raining on the tile roof. 


Which did I save? None. I didn’t take 
even a single book. It was all or none. Let 
them burn! I said, and ran for it, handbag 
in one hand, briefcase in the other, down 
to the water’s edge. 


They didn’t burn. Everything was saved. 
At the last minute the wind changed and 
drove the fire away from the house, long 
enough for a neighbor and us to beat it out 
of our burning fences and trees with shovels 
and wet sacks, as the water failed. It ap- 
proached the miraculous. Or perhaps it is 
necessary to renounce things if one is to be 
allowed to keep them. 


Twenty-four hours and several quarts of 
cold milk later, the wind fell, and the burn- 
ing fields and fence posts and tree trunks 
were quenched. Then my wife lay down 
and slept, all five animals gathered round 
her — a most beautiful still-life seen by 
candle-light. I blew the flame out, unable to 
bear sight of fire, and tiptoed away, lay 
down in my dirty clothes and slept for two 
hours, secure in the selfish knowledge that 
there was nothing left to burn for miles 
around, 


I had been through the Burning Glass in 
every sense, and since then I have felt free 
and easy as never before. “I had been down 
Old Age River in the log, with sheet-light- 
ning and rainbows and soft rain, and the 
gods on either side to guide me.’’ Books 
mean both less and more to me. The es- 
sence of life is in the spirit, not in things. 
Our dean of western librarians, Willis Kerr, 
said, “Books are more important than libra- 
ries, people are more important than books, 
and ideas are more important than people’. 

And so I have come here to this old city 
to speak to you about some things I love, 
and more important than things, about the 
ideas which can ennoble our work, if we are 
believers as well as doers. A convex lens 
for focusing the sun’s rays so as to produce 
heat or set fire to something. 

That’s all. 


L. L. A. BULLETIN 
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A Key to Progress-Speedy ‘Use 


Of Lublished 


y 


Information 


GOULD H. CLOUD 


No doubt most of you are familiar with 
Special Libraries Association’s slogan “Put- 
ting Knowledge to Work.” Your program 
chairman, Mrs. Sanders, has asked that I., 
as a representative of Special Libraries, tell 
you what is being done in my field of 
science and technology to put this slogan 
into action. To accomplish this purpose, I 
would like to focus your attention on the 
following three facets of my subject that I 
propose to develop in order: 

|. The phenomenal growth of science 

and technology and the paralleling 

growth of the literature. 
2. The impact of the deluge of literature 
on practical science. 


ee) 


Meeting the problems presented by 
the enormous mass of literature. 

On December 17, 1903, the Wright 
brothers made the first successful flight of 
an aeroplane at Kitty Hawk, North Caro- 
lina. In January, 1957, some fifty-three 
years later, three of our jet bombers made 
a non-stop flight around the world in less 
than two days! This illustrates the startling 
progress made in science and technology 
during the last half century. We take for 
granted the amazing developments shown 
in the automobile, the radio, radar, televi- 
sion, and the many other mechanical and 
electrical wonders to which we are heirs. 
Developments in the chemical field have 
been no less startling. Our chemists have 
synthesized rubber, camphor, indigo, tolu- 
ene, and many other new and useful com- 
pounds. They have revolutionized the fab- 
rics industry with the invention of nylon, 
rayon, Dacron, Dynel, and other synthetic 
fibers. They and our physicists have com- 
bined their efforts to produce atomic energy. 
All these developments that enrich our lives 
immeasurably and set us apart as a nation 
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blessed beyond compare with material things 
have taken place within my span of life— 
and I was born just before the flight at 
Kitty Hawk! 

Mr. Eugene Holman, Chairman of the 
Board of Standard Oil Co. (New Jersey), 
has aptly described our material progress as 
follows: ‘From the Stone Age to the pres- 
ent so greath a wealth of scientific informa- 
tion has been amassed—most of it in the 
past hundred years—that we now have tools 
and instruments of a power and precision 
beyond all previous imagination. We have 
the means to compound, cast and grind 
lenses and mirrors that permit us to peer 
farther than ever before into matter and 
into space. We command the strength of 
engines whose ratio of power to weight is 
constantly being increased. We have ma- 
chines to produce millions of glass tubes 
whose miraculous contents harness a stream 
of electrons to our service. 


“A notable feature of the steplike pattern 
of material progress is that it has proceeded 
at a geometric rate. Each successive age has 
been shorter than the one before it. The 
Stone Age lasted several hundred thousand 
years ; the Bronze Age, 4,000 years; the Iron 
Age 2,500 years. Steel was first made in 
commercial quantities 95 years ago; and the 
past 20 years have seen material develop- 
ments that are almost incredible. It is as 
though the stairway of advancement were 
composed cf steps with progressively higher 
risers and narrower treads.’”! 

Our amazing economic growth has been 
spearheaded by industrial research which has 
“put knowledge to work’’ to produce new 
products, create new jobs and new indus- 
tries, cut costs of production, and make a 
large contribution to our economic growth 
and our over-all natural welfare. Research 
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is growing at the rate of about 12 per cent 
per year.* 

According to Mr. E. D. Reeves, Executive 
Vice-President of Esso Research and Engi- 
neering Company, “Our dollar expenditure 
for all kinds of industrial research will 
double during the next ten years and double 
again in the following ten. Roughly speak- 
ing, this will mean that our $4 billion indus- 
try will grow to an $8 billion industry by 
1965 and a $16 billion industry by 1975.’ 

We need not go outside our own South- 
land to see outstanding signs of this prog- 
ress. And it is predicted that during the 
next ten years, 1,000 research labs and 200 
multi-million dollar plants will be estab- 
lished in our area.* 


In a paper entitled “A Preview of the 
Next 25 Years,” Mr. David Sarnoff of 
R.C.A. made the following statements: ‘The 
dominant physical fact in the next quarter- 
century will be unprecedented technological 
progress... . 


The fact that electronics and atomics are 
unfolding simultaneously is a portent of 
amazing changes ahead. Never before have 
two such mighty forces been unleased at 
once. Together they are certain to dwarf 
the industrial revolutions brought about by 
steam and electricity. 


“There is no element of material progress 
we know today that will not seem, from the 
vantage point of 1980, a fumbling pre- 
lude.’’ 

The enormous range of knowledge re- 
quired in modern science makes it impossi- 
ble for an individual to grasp even a portion 
of the whole. The sheer bulk of published 
information resulting from the prodigious 
growth in our science and technology stag- 
gers even the librarian who has to organize 
it for use, to say nothing of the specialist 
who is expected to read and understand it! 
Science and technology are in danger of be- 
coming bogged down by records of past ac- 
complishments. As an indication of the 
enormity of the problem, some 2,000,000 
scientific and technical articles are now being 
published yearly.* The rate of growth of 
literature in the U.S.A. is paralleling that of 
scientific research, which is expanding at the 
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logarithmic rate of 12 per cent per year.’ 
The result is a veritable flood of literature! 


For example, in the field of medicine 
there are published some 8,200 periodicals 
per year which contain 300,000 articles. 
There are 400 journals devoted chiefly to 
reviewing the medical literature.?_ Chemical 
Abstracts gleaned 90,000 items in 1955 
from 7,000 periodicals published in 40 lan- 
guages. The Decennial Index for Chemical 
Abstracts to be published in 1957 will con- 
sist of nineteen 1200-page volumes, as com- 
pared to 16 volumes for the combine three 
Decennial Indices for the previous 30 years.* 

These data point up the remarkable and 
almost appalling growth of the literature. 
The rate at which man can read and under- 
stand has shown no such increase. The rapid 
build-up of information has forced the fis- 
sion of science into many highly specialized 
fields and sub-fields. It is becoming increas- 
ingly difficult for the scientist to keep up 
with the literature even in a narrow field. 
Yet, the brilliant ‘‘flash-of-genius” concep- 
tions, the radically new approaches to prob- 
lems, require the gathering of facts and ideas 
from widely divergent fields and the fitting 
of these together in ways previously un- 
imagined. 

The literature searching practices of the 
past are no longer adequate. Because of the 
great bulk of the literature in most fields, 
conventional searching for needed informa- 
tion has become too tedious and time con- 
suming. For example, a bibliography on ad- 
ditives for fuels and lubricants being com- 
piled by the Ethyl Corporation in Detroit is 
expected to contain a quarter of a million 
card references!® Modern industry is spend- 
ing billions of dollars to obtain the informa- 
tion necessary for its operations. There are 
strong indications in certain areas of scientific 
work that a large percentage of the money 
being spent to obtain information is used to 
obtain data already available in the literature 
and therefore wasted.1%" 

If our technological progress is to con- 
tinue, the industrialist, the scientist, and the 
engineer must have pertinent information 
readily available and not mere sources of in- 
formation. They must have much more in- 
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formation than they could possibly obtain 
for themselves by going to the periodical 
literature. Providing a repository of books 
and journals for use of the technical staff 
will not suffice. We librarians and informa- 
tion specialists must serve our game cooked 
and ready to eat; we can no longer merely 
supply our clientele with a license to hunt 
on our premises. 


To cope with the problem, many progres- 
sive Organizations have established Informa- 
tion Divisions on the same level with other 
research or operating divisions of the com- 
pany. In these cases the library is the 
“heart’’ of the Information Division. In this 
arrangement the library is responsible only 
to top management and is not the “captive” 
of any group that uses its services. Informa- 
tion Divisions have been established by the 
Ethyl Corporation, Phillips Petroleum Com- 
pany, and Smith, Kline, and French. On 
February 1, 1957, the Esso Research and 
Engineering Company established a new 
Technical Information Division. 

These developments point up the fact 
that the problems posed by the growth of 
the literature are being recognized. Under 
these new organizational plans and in many 
other progressive companies which do not 
have information divisions, the people who 
are expert in handling the literature are be- 
ing properly recognized as specialists. A 
new art of information storage and retrieval 
is being born. 

An array of systems for storage and re- 
trieval of information have been suggested 
for use: profusely indexed bibliographies, 
hand-sorted punched cards, machine-sorted 
punched cards, magnetic tape recording, 
unit-term indexes, etc. Some of these are 
quite effective in limited fields, but the ideal 
system is yet to be devised. Accordingly, 
further progress hinges now, as never be- 
fore, on persons who can select the best 
methods to organize the literature so that it 
can be used easily and effectively. 

As we look back on past developments 
we see that the outstanding success the Ger- 
mans have enjoyed in science and technology 
has been due in a large part to the genius 
of men like Abegg, Gmelin, and Beilstein 
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for organizing the technical literature for 
use. 

We in the Humble Research Library 
(there are five professional people, all sub- 
ject specialists) have attempted to solve our 
literature problems by a judicious selection 
of the techniques available with the intent 
of changing our approach as new systems are 
devised. We have some 10,500 books on 
our shelves, more than 1600 non-periodical 
reports, more than 138,000 4” x 6” card 
abstracts, and 12,500 5” x 8” punched-card 
abstracts. Our material relates chiefly to the 
exploration for and production of petro- 
leum. 

We use the Library of Congress classifica- 
tion system for our books, a modification 
of the L.C. for our 4” x 6” cards, and the 
Uniterm indexing system for our special 
reports. Although our best library tools are 
the multi-dimensional minds of the staff, 
there are several techniques that are proving 
to be very helpful. “The Researcher” (our 
weekly publication), profusely indexed bib- 
liographies, and Uniterm indexing are the 
outstanding items. 

To call attention to the literature while it 
still has mews value and to bridge the 
chasms between the various scientific disci- 
plines we scan the major portion of our 
periodical literature and highlight pertinent 
material once a weck by listing it in our 
Researcher. In addition we include the latest 
library acquisitions and put in a quotation 
now and then as a bit of spice. The Re- 
searcher has been quite effective. Some of 
our clientele come to the library immediately 
to see material of interest; others accumu- 
late a sheaf of Researchers and then come 
to the library for a long session. 

When we make a search on material of 
more than transient interest to several peo- 
ple and find a sizeable number of references, 
we often prepare an annotated bibliography 
and reproduce it for wider distribution. In 
organizing our material we arrange the ab- 
stracts chronologically, then number them 
in order beginning with the earliest item. 
We then index the material in detail, pre- 
paring separate author and subject indexes. 
References are to specific abstract numbers 
instead of pages. This directs a searcher to 
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a specific item without delay. In consultation 
with experts in the field being covered, an in- 
troduction is prepared which points out the 
most important items included, gives the 
main sources covered, and tabulates the mate- 
rial by abstract numbers, period covered, and 
pagination to make it easy to locate items on 
the basis of chronology. The bibliographies 
prepared to date have saved many man- 
months of literature searching and the sav- 
ings will grow into man-years on these items 
as time passes. 


Our staff chose the Uniterm or Coordinate 
Indexing system for its Company Reports 
because of its simplicity and utility. Our 
more than 1600 reports are “deep” indexed 
by more than 25,000 entries in this system. 
Yet the number of Uniterm cards in the sub- 
ject index is about 3,000. I do not have the 
time to go into a detailed explanation of the 
Uniterm system. But if you have a problem 
of indexing in detail any type of informa- 
tion, I would suggest that you consider 
Uniterm for the job. The U. S. Govern- 
ment’s Office of Technical Services is uni- 
terming its technical reports and now has 
more than 450,000 entries. 


In summary, in very recent years our sci- 
entists and engineers have learned to “‘put 
knowledge to work’ on a grand scale. As 
a result, our nation is bountifully blessed 
with material hings. However, the unpre- 
cedented accumulation of information that 
has resulted from our technological advances 
has produced such an enormous amount of 
literature that it is becoming one of the 
greatest impediments to further progress. A 
radically new approach to the problem of 
handling the literature must be made or our 
technical personnel will, in the future, be 
like a colony of bacteria, bogged down with 
all progress stopped by the burden of their 
own product. 


The industrialist, the scientist, and the 
engineer must turn for assistance to persons 
specially trained in handling information. 
These librarians and information specialists 
must select pertinent material out of the 
great mass of literature and place it in the 
right hands for its most effective use. Ac- 
cordingly, the key to further progress lies 
in judicious selection of the literature and in 
organizing it so that it can be used easily 


and speedily. 


*Holman, Eugene, “Our Inexhaustible Resources,” Atlantic Monthly, June, 1952, page 59. 
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“ohe Good Rooks in Louisiana 
Public Libraries 


By 


LEROY CHARLES MERRITT 


Going on the assumption that the avowed 
educational objective of the American pub- 


. lic library can only be achieved if the library 


acquires a substantial proportion of the im- 
portant and significant new books as they 
are published, a list of the “good” and 
“notable” books of the last twenty years 
was prepared for checking with public li- 
brary catalogs. This list of about 1200 fic- 
tion and non-fiction titles was checked with 
the card catalogs of 16 public libraries in 
Louisiana during 1956. The results of the 
now completed tabulations are presented 
herein, along with certain conclusions de- 
rived from the data. 

The checklist was compiled in two ways. 
It contains all of the books originally pub- 
lished during the last twenty years listed by 
Asa Don Dickinson in his three most re- 
cent compilations of the ‘‘Best Books,” pub- 
lished by the Wilson Company. Books were 
listed by Dickinson on the basis of a critical 
concensus, as gleaned from their appearance 
on a wide variety of other lists of good 
books. These books, judged “‘best’’ by the 
critics, were considered to be the kind of 
book which public libraries might reasonablv 
be expected to buy. 

The checklist also includes all of the 
books found on the annual list of ‘‘notable”’ 
books of the year chosen by a committee of 


the American Library Association since 
1944. These, too, because of the method of 
choice, were presumed to be books which 
the fiscally able public library could be ex- 
pected to buy. The choice of a twenty year 
period was in part arbitrary, and in part 
based on the idea that if these books chosen 
by critics and librarians were really “‘best’’ 
or “‘notable’’ they should reasonably be ex- 
pected to remain on public library shelves 
for a minimum of two decades. It should 
be emphasized that all of these books are 
new books, published for the first time dur- 
ing the twenty-year period. New editions, 
condensations, compilations were all omit- 
ted; an occasional new translation was, how- 
ever, admitted. The Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible, for example, is included. 
The checklist contained 26 per cent fiction, 
and 74 per cent non-fiction. 

The results of the tabulation of the list 
are shown in Table 1, where the libraries 
are subdivided according to the population 
they serve. If a “substantial proportion” of 
the checklist is defined as meaning 75 per 
cent, then a public library must serve more 
than 100,000 people before it succeeds in 
providing a substantial proportion of the 
“good” and “notable” books as they are 
published. Table 1 also shows that public 
libraries serving populations of all sizes do 


Table 1 
Mean Percentage of Titles Held by 16 Louisiana Libraries 





Population Served Number of Mean Percentage of Mean Percentage of Mean Percentage of 
Libraries Total Titles Non-Fiction Titles Fiction Titles 

Held Held Held 

7501-25,000 4 26.3 22.1 40.5 
25,001-50,000 7 35.9 30.0 bp 
75,001-100,000 1 57.2 51.9 72.0 
100,001-200,000 2 76.8 74.9 82.9 
More than 200,000 2 81.4 80.2 85.7 
TOTAL 16 45.7 41.3 60.0 
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better in providing the “‘best’’ and “‘notable’’ 
fiction than*they do the non-fiction. 

The checklist was accompanied by a very 
brief questionnaire which asked for certain 
statistical data which might prove useful in 
determining which aspects of library opera- 
tions were most related to the provision of 
substantial percentages of the “best” and 





the ‘‘notable’’ books. 
able to provide all of the data, which ac- 
counts for the varying number of libraries 


Not all libraries were 


on which the correlations in Table 2 are 
based. The correlations are all derived by 
applying the Spearman rank order correla- 
tion to the percentages of titles held, and 
each of the other variables shown. 


Table 2 


Correlation Between Percentage of Titles Held and Seven Variables 
in Groups of Public Libraries in Louisiana 


Variables 


Expenditures for Adult Books 
Population Served 

Number of Professional Personnel 
Total Operating Expenses ; 
Number of Adult Titles Added 
Total Expenditures for Books 
Number of Adult Volumes Added 


All of the correlations are high and posi- 
tive, indicating a high degree of relationship 
between titles held and the other factors. 
Differences between most of these correla- 
tions are too small to be statistically signif- 
icant, but it is none the less interesting to 
note that Total Operating Expenses, Number 
of Professional Personnel, and Population 
Served rank high on the list. The slightly 
higher correlation between percentage of 
titles held and Expenditures for Adult Books 
is explained by the fact that only half of 
the libraries, probably the better half, were 


Correlation Libraries 
Reporting 

+ .86 8 

+ .85 16 

+ .85 16 

t+ 84 16 

+ .80 5 

cae Sy 16 

+ .76 15 


able to report this figure. 

The general conclusion from Table 2 
hardly constitutes news for Louisiana Librar- 
ies: The more money a library has to spend, 
the better will be the book collection. Table 
1, however, provides one additional argu- 
ment for larger units of service, for the crea- 
tion of library systems serving more than 
100,000 people: Unless and until such sys- 
tems are created, libraries in Louisiana will 
not succeed in providing immediate access to 
a substantial proportion of the “best” and 
the ‘notable’ non-fiction being published. 
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Executive Aoard Meeting 


March 6, 1957 


(Uncorrected ) 


The Louisiana Library Association Execu- 
tive Board met in the Jung Hotel, New Or- 
leans, March 6, 1957 at 8 p. m. with the 
following members present: President—Mrs. 
Dorothy B. Skau; Second Vice-President— 
Mrs. Olin D. Moore; Secretary—Miss Inez 
Boone ; Treasurer—Mrs. Evelyn S. Cormier ; 
Parliamentarian — Miss Frances Flanders; 
Past President—Mrs. Ruth Clark Reedy. 

Minutes of the 1956-1957 Executive 
Boards which met December 1, 1956, were 
approved as mailed. 

Mrs. Cormier gave the financial report. 
It was pointed out that the balance in the 
bank did not present a true picture of the 
condition of the general fund, since most 
of the balance was dedicated to the various 
sections. Since committee and general costs 
are increasing more rapidly than section ex- 
penses, reducing the Section allocations from 
VY, to Ye of the dues collected was recom- 
mended. 

The president discussed the budget for 
1957. Revisions were made in the allotments 
of the following committees: Adult Educa- 
tion, Auditing, Constitution and By-Laws; 
Intellectual Freedom, Legislation, Modisette 
Award, Recruiting, State Planning, and 
Union Catalog of Louisiana Materials. This 
reduced the committee budgets from $940.00 
to $820.00. The Board agreed to allow 
$200.00 for mailing the Bulletin. This chore 
had been handled by the State Library at 
no-charge to the Association, but it was felt 
that with a mailing list of almost 900 there 
should be some reimbursement. 

Mrs. Skau instructed the treasurer to pay 
bills incurred by the sections as approved by 
the Section Chairmen. She pointed out that 
these funds are not given to the sections out- 
right, and their handling is spelled out in 
the Code. 
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Mrs. Skau reported that Mrs. Morton had 
turned over to the treasurer $212.38, reim- 
bursement for printing “Be a Librarian” 
pamphlet. 

Frances Flanders gave the report of the 
Constitution and By-Laws Committee, and 
there was discussion of the proposed Articles 
of Incorporation; suggested revisions in the 
Constitution and By-Laws on the Scholarship 
Fund and committee. 


Recommendations of the Adult Education 
Committee on changes in their duties were 
also referred to the Constitution and By- 
Laws Committee. 

Revision of duties of other committees 
was discussed. It was suggested that criteria 
for judging the Modisette Award for Trus- 
tees be re-examined, that out-of-state judges 
be used and that length of service of trustees 
be considered in making awards. 

The recruiting plan for this year as out- 
lined by the Committee was endorsed with 
the recommendation that the committee next 
year place more emphasis at the college level. 

The Board recommended that the State 
Planning Committee investigate and famil- 
iarize itself with the Jaycees “Operation 
Library” with the view of promoting the 
adoption of the project by the Jaycees for 
another year. 

The Committee report on Revision of 
Documents was discussed with reference to 
the Attorney General’s ruling that state docu- 
ments could not be disposed of as recom- 
mended by the Committee. 

There being no further business the meet- 
ing adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, 


INEZ BOONE 
Secretary 





ouisiana Library Association 


Executive Aoard and Advisory Council | 


March 7, 1957 


The Executive Board and Advisory Coun- 
cil met March 7, 1957, at 10:00 a. m. in the 
Jung Hotel. 

The treasurer's report was repeated for 
the benefit of the Advisory Council. 

The President discussed use and distribu- 
tion of official stationery It was suggested 
that when the present supply is used we in- 
vestigate the difference in cost of printing 
5,000 and 10,000 sheets, and if it would be 
more economical, to have a larger quantity 
printed at one time. 

The Board presented its recommendation 
that 1% instead of 14 of the designated dues 
be allocated to the sections. Mr. Jacobs 
moved and Miss Farrell seconded the motion 
that the decision of the Board be recom- 
mended to the Association. The motion car- 
ried. 

Committee reports were given and dis- 
cussed. Mrs. Hanks suggested that the Adult 
Education Committee try to get specific pro- 
grams adopted in individual libraries and 
that the Committee work with the Louisiana 
Adult Education Council. She was instructed 
to give her recommendations for changes 
in duties to the Constitution and By-Laws 
Committee. 

Miss Flanders announced that Mr. Horace 
C. Lane had drawn up Articles of Incor- 
poration to supersede the old constitution 
and that the By-Laws would have to be 
revised to agree with the new Articles of 
Incorporation if the Association voted for 
incorporation. 

The reports of the Federal Relations and 
Intellectual Freedom Committees were ac- 
cepted. 

Miss Farrell suggested referring to the 





Resolutions Committee, ‘‘a resolution of 
thanks to L. O. S. L. for their promotion 
of the Union Catalog Bill.” 

Mrs. Holloway reported that her commit- 
tee had no plans for 1957, but with Miss 
Harper’s report of the disposal policy for 
state documents, it was suggested that the 
Legislation Committee work on legislation to 
change the documents law. 

Miss Lefkovits reported on the Literary 
Award and asked that a recommendation be 
made as to who should be informed about 
the winner. 

Mr. McMullen reported 571 members as 
of the morning of March 7. 

Dr. Smith was invited to present his rec- 
ommendation for “Operation Library” and 
the Library Services Act to the Board. 

The Bulletin was discussed with a rec- 
ommendation to provide $200 to the State 
Library for mailing service this year. The 
vote was favorable. Another suggestion was 
that we investigate the possibility of having 
the printer distribute the Bulletin. 

Mrs. Morton reported that she had $22.81 
left for the Be a Librarian pamphlet after 
reimbursing the Association for printing. She 
recommended that money collected from the 
sale of the pamphlet be used for recruiting 
purposes. Mr. Jacobs recommended that the 
money go into the general fund. 

The dates for the 1958 Conference were 
announced as March 20-22 in Shreveport. 

There being no further’ business the meet- 
ing adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, 


INEZ BOONE 
Secretary 
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ouisiana Library Association 
First General Session 


Tulane Room, Jung Hotel, 
March 7, 1957 
(Uncorrected Minutes) 


The Conference was called to order by 
Mrs. Dorothy B. Skau, President. She in- 
troduced the officers of the Association, and 
the Bulletin Editor and Business Manager, 
who were platform guests. 

The invocation was given by Dr. A. M. 
Serex. Greetings and welcome were ex- 
tended by the Honorable deLesseps S. Mor- 
rison, who showed a film on progress in the 
city of New Orleans. Mayor Morrison pre- 
sented a key to the city to Mrs. Skau. 
Response was given by Mr. T. N. McMullan. 

Mrs. Skau read telegrams of greeting from 
Dr. Ralph R. Shaw, President of the Amer- 
ican Library Association, and Mr. Wade O. 
Martin, Secretary of State of Louisiana. 

Miss Julia D. Bennett, Director of A. L. 
A. Washington, D. C. Office, gave a talk 
on the Library Services Act. She was fol- 
lowed by Miss Essae M. Culver, State Li- 
brarian, who gave an address on the subject, 
“Today is yesterday’s pupil.” 

Dr. Gould H. Cloud spoke on ‘The Key 
to Progress—Speedy Use of Published In- 
formation.” 

Reports were made by John Hall Jacobs 
and Dr. Eugene P. Watson on the American 
Library Association and the Southwestern 
Library Association respectively. 


In the absence of Mrs. Bishop, Mrs. Flor- 
rinell Morton gave the report of the nomi- 
nating committee and moved its acceptance. 
The Nominating Committee of the Louisiana 
Library Association submits the following re- 
port: President, Mr. T. N. McMullan, L.S.U. 
Library, Baton Rouge; First Vice President 
and President Elect, Mrs. Rubie M. Hanks, 
Winn Parish Library, Winnfield, Louisiana ; 
Second Vice President, Miss Agnes Clark, 
Natchitoches High School, Natchitoches, 
Louisiana; Secretary, Miss Dorothy Nickey, 
Pelican High School, Pelican, Louisiana; 
Treasurer; Miss Clara Haupt, Terrebonne 
Parish Library, Houma, Louisiana; Parlia- 
mentarian, Miss Peggy Harper, LSU Law 
School, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Officers were elected by acclamation on 
motion of Mr. John Hall Jacobs. 

Following election of officers, members of 
the Commercial Exhibits Committee, Evelyn 
Peters, Garland Taylor, Robert Greenwood, 
and Lucille Arceneaux introduced the ex- 
hibitors. 

There being no further business this meet- 
ing adjourred for coffee with the exhibitors. 

Respectfully submitted, 
INEZ BOONE 
Secretary 
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ouisiana Library Association 
Second General Session 


Tulane Room, Jung Hotel, 
March 7, 1957 


Mrs. Olin D. Moore, Second . Vice-Presi- 
dent, presided. Platform guests were Ofh- 
cers-Elect of the Association, Conference and 
Program Co-Chairmen. 

Mr. Cecil Edmonds, Chairman Jaycees 
National Project ‘Operation Library,” de- 
scribed the project, which began in his home 
town of West Memphis, Arkansas. 

The keynote address was given by Dr. 


Lawrence Clark Powell, Librarian, University 
of California at Los Angeles. The subject 
was “Through the Burning Glass.” 

There being no business, the meeting ad- 
journed for an informal reception honoring 
new members. 

Respectfully submitted, 
INEZ BOONE 
Secretary 





sdhouisiana Library Association 


“ehird General Session 


Tulane Room, Jung Hotel, 
March 9, 1957 


The session was called to order by Mrs. 
Dorothy B. Skau, President, who discussed 
the proposal to incorporate the Louisiana 
Library Association. Proper notice had been 
given the membership in writing, thirty days 
before the Conference. Mr. Horace C. Lane, 
attorney, read the proposed Articles of In- 
corporation, explaining and making notes of 
necessary changes as additions and deletions, 
to make the Articles conform to the Consti- 
tution of LLA and the Louisiana Law. 

Frances Flanders, Chairman of the Con- 
stitution, By-Laws and Manual Committee, 
moved the adoption of the Articles of Incor- 
poration. Mr. Dosite Postell seconded the 
motion which carried. 

Discussion on each article followed, with 
changes suggested and approved as follows: 

The section of Article IV regarding 
elected representatives to ALA and SWLA 
was made more general in the event that 
at some future date there would be addition- 
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al associations at which LLA might be repre- 
sented. Therefore Miss Flanders moved and 
Mrs. John Hall Jacobs seconded a motion to 
amend the article to read “other library 
Associations” instead of American Library 
Association and Southwestern Library Asso- 
ciation. Eugene Watson moved and Janet 
Riley seconded a motion to amend Miss 
Flanders’ motion to leave it to the member- 
ship to approve the associations to which 
representatives should be sent. The amended 
motion carried. 

Two changes were authorized in Article 
V of the new Articles. Instead of giving 
the Executive Board power to change By- 
Laws as called for in the original draft, 
changes are to be made only by the mem- 
bership. For such changes thirty days’ ad- 
vance motion is not necessary. Also a change 
in Article V to include other than four 
types of memberships was authorized. Miss 
Flanders moved and Mr. Postell seconded 
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the motion to make these changes. The 
motion carried. 


In the first line of Article VI the adverb 
“promptly” was deleted. The original pro- 
vision stated that dues as well as contribu- 
tions may be used promptly in the discre- 
tion of the Executive Board. 

The words ‘these articles’’ were substi- 
tuted for “this constitution” in Article VIII. 

After the adoption of the articles of in- 
corporation, Miss Flanders presented changes 
in by-laws. 

A new Article I “Membership” was added 
defining the four classes of membership that 
now exist. As authorized in the discussion 
on classes of members the Executive Board 
will attempt to provide for additional classes, 
such as ‘retired’, ‘‘emerite’’, or “honorary” 
members and submit it at the next meeting. 


Miss Flanders moved and Kathryn Adams 
seconded the motion to change Article II 
(old Article I), Section 1, of the By-Laws 
to read ‘Officers shall assume their offices on 
the first day of July following their election’. 
The fiscal and membership years were not 
changed. The motion carried. 


Section 6 of Article II (formerly Article 
X) deals with treasurer’s job and the failure 
to provide for special handling of the Schol- 
arship Fund by another person or group 
automatically brings it in the Treasurer's 
jurisdiction. Consideration will be given to 
bonding the Treasurer. 

A new section (Article II, Sec. 9) was 
added to take care of elected representatives 
to other associations. This was formerly Arti- 
cle IV, sec. 5 of the Constitution. 

Miss Flanders moved and Mr. Jacobs sec- 
onded the motion to add a new section to 
Article IV of the By-Laws (old Article III) 
on the Scholarship Committee to provide for 
proper handling of the scholarship fund. 
The section provides that the Scholarship 
Committee shall be responsible for the solic- 
itation of funds, the acceptance of contribu- 
tions, screening applicants and selecting the 
recipients of the scholarship. The motion 
carried. 

Motion was made by Frances Flanders, 
seconded by Mrs. Morton to change Sec- 
tion 2 of Article V (old Article IV) of the 
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By-Laws to read ‘‘One-eighth of the Individ- 
ual, Contributing and Institutional dues shall 
be allocated to the Section of the Association 
designated in writing by each member upon 
payment of dues. The motion carried. 

Provision was made in Article VII (old 
Article V1) for the change in official year 
from the calendar year to a July-June year. 

Following the adoption of the Articles of 
Incorporation and changes in the By-Laws, 
there was a panel discussion ‘Literature 
Since 1945”. Panel members were Sarah I. 
Jones, Shelby Mayfield, Emily W. Reed, and 
Dr. Garland F. Taylor. The moderator was 
Robert C. Whittemore. 


The business meeting resumed with the 
committee reports. 


Mrs. Holloway moved and Miss Durand 
seconded the motion that the resolution 
thanking the L. O. S. L. for its efforts in 
behalf of the Union Catalog of Louisiana 
Materiais be approved. The motion carried. 

Mr. Watson moved and Mr. Jacobs sec- 
onded the motion that Standing Committee 
reports not be read but printed in the Bulle- 
tin. The motion carried. 

The following reports from special com- 
mittees were made. 

Union Catalog of Louisiana Materials— 
Miss Durand reported on the passing of 
legislation implementing the catalog and on 
the progress of the work. Mr. James Dyson, 
Editor of the Catalog, also spoke briefly on 
the subject. Their full reports were given 
at the College and Reference Section Meet- 
ing. 

Committee on Revision of Documents— 
Peggy Harper reported that Mr. Martin had 
asked the opinion of the Attorney General 
as to the disposal of Louisiana Documents. 
He ruled that under the present law they 
could not be disposed of. The Committee 
was instructed to keep working, along with 
the Legislature Committee, which may re- 
commend an amendment to the law to take 
care of disposal of documents. 


Indexing of Louisiana Magazines—No re- 
port was given except that the Committee 
has plans for activity during the coming year. 


Resolutions—Mr. Dosite Postell read re- 
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solutions thanking those who took part in 
making the 1957 Conference a success. He 
moved the adoption of the resolutions. The 
motion was seconded by Dr. Sidney Smith 
and carried. 


There being no further business the 1957 
Conference adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted, 
INEZ BOONE 
Secretary 





bbA Scholarship Fund 


Since the November 23, 1956, Report of 
the Scholarship Committee was written, let- 
ters of solicitation have been sent to all LLA 
members and to all Library School Alumni, 
whose addresses were available. 


In February of this year mimeographed 
reminders of the fund were sent to the regis- 
tration chairman to be placed in the registra- 
tion envelopes for this year’s convention. 
Mrs. Morton is also using this reminder in 
her Newsletter to Alumni. 


A news note was sent to Mr. Bob Mowery 
to be included in the coming issue of the 
Bulletin. Accompanying this note was an 
alphabetical list of doners to date. It was 
decided that amounts donated would not be 
included in published lists of donors. 


The money received to date is deposited 
in the Union Federal Savings and Loan 
Association in Baton Rouge, where it will 
draw 314 per cent interest. Mrs. Morton 
and Mrs. Hanchey are co-signers for the ac- 
count which is listed as: LOUISIANA LI- 
BRARY ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND. No money may be withdrawn with- 
out both signatures. The total amount in the 


fund as of February 28, 1957, is: $2,000.45., 


The chairman is keeping a ledger and a card 
file of donors and amount of contributions 
and Mrs. Morton is keeping the bank book. 
I think an audit of the books at intervals 
is desirable since this fund involves a consid- 
erable amount of money. 


Letters of acknowledgment have been sent 
to all donors by the Chairman. 

There are several items concerning the 
contributions which may interest the council: 


Institutional donations amounted to 
$849.34 and included $500.00 given by the 
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LLA, $176.14 given by the Baton Rouge 
Library Club, $52.00 from the Teen-Age 
Librarians’ Association, $5.00 from the Oua- 
chita High School Library, and $100.00 and 
$16.20 collected respectively at the 1956 
Convention Library School Breakfast and at 
the Open House in Miami during ALA. 


Individual donors (66 in number) gave 
$1,132.00. The largest donation was $100.00 
(and there were several), followed by dona- 
tions of $75.00, $50.00, $25.00 and on down 
to the smallest which was $1.00. The aver- 
age amount donated was approximately 
$17.00 per individual donor. 


Donors, other than those listed above, in- 
clude: LLA members (including trustees and 
ex-trustees), Library School Alumni (from 
the earliest graduating class to the present 
one), non-graduates who attended the Li- 
brary School, and friends. Several pledges 
have been made and in one instance, three 
different contributions have been made by 
one person. 

Geographically, the following states are 
represented: Arkansas, California, Florida, 
Georgia, Iowa, Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
Mississippi, Ohio, Oregon, Texas, Washing- 
ton (State), plus: Washington, D. C., 
Hawaii, and Care-of-Postmaster, New York. 

Twenty-two towns and cities in Louisiana 
are represented, including: Bains, Baton 
Rouge, Franklin, Hammond, Haynesville, 
Jeanerette, Jennings, Lafayette, Lake Charles, 
Many, Monroe, Natchitoches, New Iberia, 
New Orleans, Oak Ridge, Opelousas, Pla- 
quemine, Rayville, Ruston, Shreveport, Thi- 
bodaux, and Washington. 

We thought it was interesting that one 
donor gave a dollar for each year she had 
been a librarian. 
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Our plans for next year are contingent 
upon the action taken by LLA and by the 
Director of Internal Revenue concerning de- 
duction of donations from income tax. The 
committee plans a meeting as soon as the 
above details are worked out. 


COMPLETE LIST OF DONORS TO LLA 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND AS OF 
FEBRUARY 27, 1957 


(in alphabetical order) 


Barham, Miss Elizabeth N. 
Baton Rouge Library Club 
Blanchard, Mr. Ward 
Bondy, Miss Gayle 
Boone, Miss Inez 

Brooks, Miss Claude M. 
Brumfield, Mr. J. B. 
Butson, Mrs. E. E. 
Caffery, Mr. Don T. 
Camp, Miss Mable 
Carnahan, Mrs. Lucille 
Clark, Mrs. Jennie Beth 
Coker, Mrs. Mary D. 
Coltharp, Miss Jennie Beth 
Culver, Dr. Essae M. 
Davis, Miss Anna P. 
Davis, Miss Mildred W. 
Foote, Miss Lucy 

Glasson, Miss Betty 
Gueymard, Mrs. Ernest A. 
Habert, Miss Christine 
Hanchey, Mrs. Marguerite 
Herdman, Dr. Margaret 
Hill, Mrs. Edith 

Hollis, Miss Eleanor 
Hutcheson, Miss Mary 
Johnson, Dr. E. D. 
Johnson, Miss Siddie Joe 


Keller, Mrs. Charles, Jr. 


Kelley, Mrs. James J. 

Klaus, Miss Grunette G. 

Knighten, Miss Loma 

Landry, Mr. Jacob S. 

Lefokvitz, Miss Ruth 

Lester, Mrs. George M. 

Library School Breakfast “Bread Basket’’ 

Louisiana Library Association 

Lyle, Mrs. Lellah H. 

McDermott, Mrs. Marion N. 

Milton, Mrs. Earl D. 

Mitchell, Mrs. Leon D. 

Moore, Miss Ruby 

Morton, Mrs. Florrinell F. 

Open House, ALA, Miami 

Ouachita Parish High School Library 
(Mrs. Gladys S. Ward, Librn.) 

Peters, Miss Evelyn 

Peterson, Miss Edith 

Raulins, Miss I. Elizabeth 

Reynolds, Mrs. O. N. 

Robertson, Miss May Rose 

Sachse, Miss Gladys 

Saucier, Miss Ethel Mae 

Schwing, Mrs. Calvin 

Siler’s Inc. 

Skau, Mrs. Dorothy B. 

Smither, Mr. Charles G. 

Smith, Mrs. Lenore W. 

Spencer, Miss Emily 

Spivey, Miss Marie 

Tarver, Miss Elizabeth 

Teen Age Librarians’ ‘Association 

Teunisson, Miss Dorothea J. 

Tullis, Mrs. Winifred B. 

Uzee, Mrs. Philip D. 

Wallace, Mrs. George Rodney 

Wallach, Miss Kate 

Watson, Dr. Eugene 

Watson, Miss Mable 

Welker, Mrs. Elizabeth 

Williams, Miss S. Metella 

Winters, Mrs. Frances Locke 





Convention Resolutions 


RESOLVED: 


That the Louisiana Library Association 
thank the Honorable deLesseps S. Morrison 
for his excellent presentation of the latest 
developments in the City of New Orleans. 


RESOLVED: 
That the Louisiana Library Association 
commend the Hon. Wade O. Martin, Jr., 
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Secretary of State, for his work with the 
depository library program, his support of 
the Union Catalog project, and his continu- 
ing interest and help in the library profes- 
sion of the State. 


RESOLVED: 


That the Louisiana Library Association 
extend its thanks to the New Method Book 
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Bindery and Hertsberg—New Method, Inc. 
for so generously printing our program. 


RESOLVED: 


That, to the professional and commercial 
exhibitors whose imagination and planning 
have resulted in a most attractive display, the 
Association expresses its thanks. 


RESOLVED: 


Especially do we thank Mrs. Ruth Robbins 
and Margaret Ruckert, co-chairmen of the 
convention ; the chairmen of the subcommit- 
tees, Evelyn Peters, Margaret Sabadie, Anna 
Marie McCurdy, Helen Maestri, Verlyn San- 
ders, Ceclia Moore and George King Logan, 
and their members for their efficient man- 
agement in arranging this most successful 
meeting. The following deserve special re- 
cognition: Louisiana Chapter, Special Li- 
braries Association and the New Orleans 
Library Club for the reception honoring our 
President, Dorothy Skau, Mr. Desering of 
the Jung Hotel for his cooperation at all 
times, the William B. Reily & Company for 
their generous supply of coffee on numerous 
occasions, Mrs. John Hall Jacobs and Mrs. 
Garland Taylor, Miss Shelby Smith, Miss 
Grace S. Miller and Mrs. Ralph M. Persell, 
for the beautiful floral arrangements at all 
the meetings, The Board of Trustees of the 
Louisiana State Museum, Louisiana Colon- 
ials, The Dock Board of the City of New 


Orleans for the use of the “Good Neigh- 
bor’, the Radio and TV Stations and the 
Times Picayune, New Orleans States, and 
New Orleans Item for their excellent news 
coverage. 


RESOLVED: 


That the Louisiana Library Association in 
convention assembled express its gratitude 
to the Louisiana Organization for State Leg- 
islations for its cooperation in effectively sup- 
porting the passage of legislation establish- 
ing the Union Catalog of Louisiana Mate- 
rials. 


RESOLVED: 


That the Louisiana Library Association 
express its thanks and appreciation to Mr. 
Horace C. Lane for his time and effort in 
drawing up the charter and articles of incor- 
poration for the Association. 


RESOLVE: 


That the Louisiana Library Association 
extend to its thanks and appreciation to all 
those named and unnamed who in anyway 
assisted, contributed or helped in making 
this convention a success. 


Respectfully submitted, 


EMILY W. REED 
SALOME M. THALHEIM 
W. D. POSTELL, Chairman 





‘“ohe Modisette Award 


Dr. Mary MIMs: Outstanding Library 
Trustee 


“There is no doubt that Dr. Mims has 
been one of the greatest factors in making 
Louisiana citizens library-conscious. Her ef- 
fective efforts to promote libraries through- 
out Louisiana have been of longer duration 
than that of any other living board member,” 
said the Louisiana State Library Board when 
nominating her for the 1956 Modisette 
Award for Trustees. And there was wide- 
spread gladness when Miss Mary Mims of 
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Shreveport, known all over Louisiana as 
“Miss Mary” because of her long association 
with the L.S.U. Agricultural Extension Serv- 
ice as community organizer, received the 
citation at the annual Book Dinner of the 
L.L.A. in New Orleans. 

Miss Mims has been a member of the 
State Library Board for the past 15 years, 
but she has actively and effectively promoted 
the cause of libraries since the state library 
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agency began to function in 1925. From the 
very beginning she gave valuable informa- 
tion about people and places to Miss Essae 
M. Culver, who was new to Louisiana, and 
from that time on her interest and her efforts 
have never wavered. She and Miss Culver 
worked together for the betterment of living 
conditions and opportunities for people liv- 
ing in the country and in small towns all 
over Louisiana. 

Through her community organizations, she 
constantly brought to the attention of citi- 
zens the need for more and better libraries. 
Her ideas about the importance of books 
and reading that she implanted in the minds 
of people in the course of her community 
work resulted in many parishes making the 
first moves toward the establishment of par- 
ish libraries. 

As an example, she was instrumental in 
the establishment of the Webster Parish Li- 
brary, according to the remarks that Mrs. 
Florrinell Morton, Director of the L.S.U. 
Library School, made at the Book Dinner in 
presenting the awards. Mrs. Morton pointed 
out that the Webster Parish Library receiving 
the award as the public library having made 
the greatest progress during the past year, 
operates in the parish which was the former 
home of Mr. Modisette and Miss Mims: 

“Also an interesting coincidence is that 
Dr. Mims, in the fall of 1925, suggested to 
the Women’s Department Club of Minden 
that they have Miss Culver, now state librar- 
ian, come and talk to the club about libraries. 
This talk did take place and from it started 
the movement which led to the Webster Par- 
ish Library in 1929.” 

Webster was Louisiana's third parish li- 
brary. ‘‘Miss Mary” also had a hand in the 
second, Concordia. It was at a tri-parish 
meeting of Concordia, Catahoula and Tensas 
that she spoke earnestly of the need for 
books and library services, and told the peo- 
ple how they could get a library of their 
own. Her encouragement was the spark 
which fired their imaginations and their con- 
certed work resulted in the Concordia Parish 
Library. This was the State’s second parish 
library, and the first library to be supported 
by a parishwide tax. 
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It was certainly in part a compliment to 
her inspiration for founding parish libraries 
that she was named to the State Library 
board 15 years ago. Here she has ever 
served Louisiana library development, say 
her fellow board members: 

“It is impossible to estimate the value of 
her services. She has attended the openings 
of many of the existing parish libraries as 
a program participant. When the funds for 
a new State Library building were under 
consideration in the Legislature, ‘Miss Mary’ 
not only contacted many members of the 
Legislature, but she appeared before and 
secured favorable endorsement of 10 police 
juries in North Louisiana. She was most in- 
fluential in getting the interest and considera- 
tion of the governor for the new State Li- 
brary building. 

“In the interest of federal aid for libraries 
she contacted members of the U.S. Congress 
many times in person and by letter. She has 
been an active member of the Citizens’ Li- 
brary Movement since its organization in 
1927, and is a member of the A.L.A. As a 
member of L.L.A. she has served actively 
on numerous committees. 


“Her interest and influence have been 
statewide over a period of 31 years.” 

The Modisette Award for Trustees rests 
not only upon the culminative record of that 
trustee’s personal qualifications and work at 
local, state and national library levels but for 
all civic endeavor. Miss Mims has not only 
given service in the interest of libraries but 
as community organizer and rural sociologist 
her work for the improvement of living con- 
ditions in Louisiana and her generous shar- 
ing of herself with peoples and groups 
throughout the State and nation attest to her 
full acceptance of civil responsibility. Aside 
from her work with the library movement, 
she has been one of the State’s finest citizens 
and has made an immeasurable contribution 
to the development of community life in 
Louisiana and to the social, economic and 
cultural progress of hundreds of Louisiana's 
rural communities. 

In recognizing her service to Louisiana li- 
braries, possible in part because of her num- 
erous activities and the wide sphere of her 
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personal influence, library forces join the 
many who have honored her in the past. 
She has been elected to high office and ap- 
pointed to important committees on many 
state and national organizations. Many years 
ago she was the first woman to serve as 
president of the Louisiana Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation. She has spoken at numerous na- 
tional conferences, and in 42 of the 48 
states. She has had her book, The Awaken- 
ing Community, selected as a text for college 
rural sociology courses, and it has been trans- 
lated into foreign languages including Rus- 
sian. She has had conferred upon her the 
honorary doctor of laws degree by Centenary 
College at Shreveport, and the Distinguished 
Service Award by Louisiana College at Alex- 
andria. Her life has truly been dedicated to 
civic, economic, educational and spiritual 
development of her fellow citizens. 


Widely known and beloved, Louisiana li- 
brarians recognize “Miss Mary’s’ contribu- 
tion to the library cause, her wide activities 
and accomplishment in civic fields, her 
warmth of personality which has inspired so 
many to work for good cause. For her to 
have been named outstanding library trustee 
in Louisiana brings real satisfaction to librar- 
ians and library friends throughout the State. 


WEBSTER PARISH LIBRARY 


“Although many excellent progress re- 
ports were received this year from public 
libraries all over Louisiana, the highest score 
on the Modisette rating sheet—19 points 
over their 1955 total—was achieved by the 
Webster Parish Library under the direction 
of Miss Marion Taylor, librarian since 1947. 
The score sheet shows that the rating was 
based on increased circulation, per capita 
support, and expenditures for books. It also 
shows increased activity by parish staff main- 
ly in the areas of: more work with groups, 
more book talks and displays, and more 
newspaper and radio publicity. Also 1956 
showed the most successful summer reading 
program for children in the library's his- 
tory.” 

Mrs. Morton, in making the award to 
Webster Parish Library, stressed the fact that 
the basis is that each library competes against 
its own record of the previous year, and thus 


small library systems have as much chance to 


win as do larger ones. 

Webster has a headquarters library in 
Minden and branches in Minden, and 9 
other communities, with a total staff of 15 
persons. Its present board members include 
Leland Mims, nephew of Dr. Mary Mims, 
the honored trustee. 
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Miss Carolyn Paddock, Engineering Li- 
brarian, Louisiana Polytechnic Institute, was 
on a panel at the Louisiana College Confer- 
ence held at Louisiana College in March. 
She spoke particularly on Gifts and Ex- 
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changes in connection with the discussion 
“Cooperation Among College and University 
Libraries.” 

* * * 

Dr. Margaret M. Herdman, who retired 
in June at the completion of twenty-five years 
of service with the Library School of Loui- 
siana State University, is spending the win- 
ter months in Baton Rouge. 

* ok 


Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, Miss Norris 
McClellan and Dr. Ruth Baldwin attended 
the midwinter meetings of the American Li- 
brary Association and those of the Associa- 
tion of American Library Schools. 
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Miss Norris McClellan was reappointed 
to a three-year term as editor of SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES, the official organ of the Amer- 
ican Association of School Librarians, at its 
mid-winter meeting. 

Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, one of the staff 
surveyors of the Library Services to the Blind 
Survey, sponsored by the American Founda- 
tion for the Blind, attended a meeting in 
New York March 4-5 to work on the final 
draft of the Survey report. 

The LSU Law School Library news is that 
Mrs. Kathryn Achtermeyer has replaced Mrs. 
Joan Condon as secretary. Mrs. Condon has 
joined her husband in New Orleans. 

x ok & 

Among Louisiana State Library librarians 
who attended meetings or visited Libraries 
were: 

Katharine James, Public Relations, LSL, 
who attended the Louisiana Press Women’s 
annual state convention in Baton Rouge, 
Feb. 22-23. 

Mrs. Edith Atkinson, Librarian of the 
Louisiana Collection, who attended the 4th 
annual Industrial Development Conference 
held Feb. 7th in Shreveport. Theme of the 
conference, sponsored jointly by the La. 
Dept. of Commerce and Industry and LSU’s 
College of Commerce and Shreveport’s 
Chamber of Commerce, was “Local Govern- 
ment and Industrial Development.’ Mrs. 
Atkinson brought back a wealth of ideas 
about resource material relating to industrial 
development in this state. Mrs. Atkinson 
also attended the winter meeting of the La. 
Chapter of the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion held at Waterways Experiment Station, 
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, Vicksburg, 
Miss. Mrs. Atkinson has also accepted the 
chairmanship of LLA’s committee concerned 
with indexing Louisiana magazines. 

* ok * 

Miss Charlotte Studer, Librarian at the 
Miles Laboratory, Elkhart, Indiana, was a 
visitor to the McNeese College campus this 
fall. Miss Studer is editor of the HOSPI- 
TAL BOOK GUIDE, published by the Divi- 
sion of Hospital Libraries of the A.L.A. 

* * * 
Mrs. Willie Luce, Circulation and Refer- 
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ence Librarian at Centenary College of Loui- 
siana, has resigned that position. 


* ke 


Mrs. Dorothy B. Skau has forwarded a 
letter from Ruth Nesom, who is an overseas 
librarian. Her address is: Am. Dept’s. 
School, H.S.A., Box 113., Navy 510, F.P.O., 
N.Y., N.Y. Quotes from Miss Nesom’s let- 
ter follow: 

Have been extremely busy cataloging pres- 
ent collection, and also compiling a book 
order. Have just completed ordering 
$1800.00 worth of books, but as shipments 
overseas are so slow, I have no idea when 
they will begin to come in. Especially now 
with the Suez and Hungarian crises. We 
have quite an influx of new pupils, trans- 
ferred here from Cairo and Israel. Some of 
them have some very harrowing experiences 
to relate. One cute fellow came into the 
library on crutches, and I asked him if he 
was injured dodging the bombs. He said, 
“No, that would make a good story, but I 
hurt myself in the States playing ball, before 
I ever went to Egypt!” 

“My tripping about the continent is ex- 
tremely curtailed, as compared to my year 
in Germany. Conditions for travel are not 
as good here as in Frankfurt. I have man- 
aged on my two, three-day week-ends (Labor 
Day & Veteran’s Day) to go to Innsbruck, 
Austria and to Florence, Italy. Did my 
Christmas shopping in Florence. Had in- 
tended to go some place for Thanksgiving, 
but am at the present planning to move from 
my present apartment to a more convenient 
one on my holidays. 

* * * 

Miss Culver and Miss Cazayoux visited 
the Georgia Tech Library in Atlanta and 
the Coleman Library in LaGrange. In both 
places they inspected the equipment with an 
eye to what may be of especial value in 
Louisiana’s new State Library building. 

Mrs. Dorothy Robinson Selby was ap- 
pointed circulation librarian on the Staff of 
LSL in February. She served formerly in 
this same capacity at Southeastern Louisiana 
College in Hammond. A graduate of LSU’s 
Library School, she also studied at Emory 
University in Atlanta, Ga. 
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Mrs. Eva Porter, Catalog Assistant at LSL, 
resigned to devote her time to homemaking. 
The Porters have recently purchased a new 
home near LSU where Dr. Porter is a mem- 
ber of the faculty. 

x * * 

George B. Davis, Acting Librarian at 
Cententary College in Shreveport, attended 
the Louisiana College Conference where he 
gave a paper in the Foreign Languages sec- 
tion. 

Miss Nerma Durand, Southwestern Loui- 
siana Institute Library, talked on the Union 
Catalog at this sectional meeting. Supple- 
menting this talk, Mr. James Dyson, Loyola 
University, spoke on the progress made thus 
far on this catalog. 

Katherine Bridges, Northwestern State 
College, spoke on Reference and Interlibrary 
loans. 

Progress reports on Library Building Pro- 
grams were given by Sidney B. Smith, Direc- 
tor, Louisiana State University Libraries, and 
Eugene Watson, librarian, Northwestern 
State College. 


Officers presiding at the Library Section 
of the College Conference were Maud Mer- 
ritt Cook Bentrup, Northeast Louisiana State 
College, president; Sammy Dyson, vice 
chairman; and Marie Mamalakis, secretary. 
Newly elected officers are: Sammy Dyson, 
president; Sidney B. Smith, vice chairman; 
and Mrs. Lucie Mae Bishop, secretary. 

Miss Olive Roberts, cataloger, Northwest- 
ern State College, also attended the Louisiana 
College Conference. 

Mr. Donald E. McKenzie, Northwestern 
State College, attended the Louisiana College 
Conference. 


* * * 


Mrs. Theopa Collins has accepted the pos- 
ition of Reference Librarian at McNeese 
State College. For the past five years she 
has been reference librarian at Alabama Poly- 
technic Institute, Auburn, Alabama. Mrs. 
Collins is a native of Natchitoches, Louisi- 
ana, has her library degree and an M.A. in 
English from L.S.U. She has done addi- 
tional work towards her doctorate in Educa- 
tion at Auburn. 
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NEWS ON FILE 

Miss Essae M. Culver, State Librarian, re- 
ceived notice on February 7 that the “Loui- 
siana Plan for Furtherance of Public Library 
Services to Rural Areas’ meets the require- 
ments for approval under the Library Serv- 
ices Act. Miss Culver received this formal 
notice from L. G. Dthlick, Commissioner of 
Education, Office of Education, Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare. 


* * * 


St. Bernard Parish is scheduled to have 
the next Louisiana State Library demonstra- 
tion with the opening set for July in head- 
quarters which are to be in the parish court- 
house in Chalmette. The Police Jury appro- 
priated the necessary funds for the parish’s 
share of demonstration costs at a special 
meeting held on February 26th. 


* * * 


Louisiana Jaycees have adopted as one of 
their 1957 projects “aid to public libraries 
in expanding and extending library service 
in the various parishes throughout the state.” 
“Operation Library” thus became a reality 
in Louisiana when the State Junior Chamber 
of Commerce leaders held their quarterly 
board of directors meeting in New Orleans 
in February to discuss the organization’s 
1957 projects. About 275 Jaycee officers 
from 30 chapters throughout Louisiana were 
on hand, according to Ralph Dyer, Jr., board 
meeting chairman. Miss Sallie Farrell, Field 
Representative of the Louisiana State Library, 
met with the Jaycee executive board in New 
Orleans to discuss participation in the Na- 
tional project. 


* * * 


Over 50 persons attended the Library 
Work Simplification Conference at LSU 
February 11-15, which was sponsored joint- 
ly by the Louisiana State Library and the 
LSU Library School. In speaking of the 
workshop Miss Culver expressed the convic- 
tion that the assembled librarians spent a 
profitable week working on their objective 
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which was to streamline library procedure so 
as to allow more time for consultation with 
patrons. Sponsors of the workshop are plan- 
ning to have the proceedings published for 
distribution to those who were registered 
at the conference, according to Miss Sarah 
I. Jones, Field Consultant of the LSL staff, 
who was active in the planning for this 
workshop. Areas explored were: registra- 
tion, circulation, book processing, inter- 
library loans, records and reports, and large 
library problems. 


* * * 


The fourth annual Golden Reel Film 
Festival will be held in New York City 
April 22-26 at which time the outstanding 
16 mm films produced in 1956 will be 
selected. 


Vivian Cazayoux, head of the Film De- 
partment of the Louisiana State Library, 
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organized one of the 23 pre-screening com- 
mittees whose job it was to select from hun- 
dreds of initial entries those to be shown 
at the national festival. Her group, made 
up of subject specialists, producers and users 
of 16mm films, screened the films in the 
category of ‘Literary, Musical and Theatrical 
Arts”. 

A new Juvenile Book Collection has been 
assembled by the Extension Department of 
the Louisiana State Library, according to 
Mrs. Lois Shortess, head of that department. 
The collection contains about 188 books in 
each of the two exhibits, which make up the 
spring collection donated by publishers in 
cooperation with the Publishers’ Liaison 
Committee of the ALA. One or both may 
be borrowed for a 2-week loan period. Mrs. 
Shortess says that a first and second choice 
of dates should be indicated in requesting 
the loan of the collection. The LSU Library 
School will show these two collections the 
last 2 weeks in March. 

Miss Kate Wallach, LSU Law Librarian, 
and Mrs. Dell Scholz prepared a two year 
supplement to their Oil and Gas Bibliog- 
raphy, which was distributed at the Law 
School’s 1957 Mineral Law Institute. Miss 
Wallach reports that it is planned to bring 
out a cumulation in two years on the occa- 
sion of the 100th anniversary of the oil 
industry. 

. 6 6 


Bob Mowery, librarian at McNeese State 
College, Lake Charles, reports that in addi- 
tion to the usual gifts from faculty members 
the college this fall received from Adrian 
Goldstone of San Francisco, a complete col- 
lection of the books by Carl Van Vechten. 
The collection included all the items in parts 
1, 2, and 3 of the Klaus Jonas Bibliography 
of Van Vechten. This is the third gift to the 
college made by Mr. Goldstone, who is a 
collector of Modern British and American 
Literature. 

Mr. Mowery also reports that a Lake 
Charles collector has loaned to the college 
library several letters by Arthur Symons. 
The most interesting one was written by 
Symons to the publisher Elkins Mathews, 
in 1906 urging him‘ to publish ‘‘a book of 
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verse by a young Irishman, J. A. Joyce”. 
Mathews published Joyce’s first book, Cham- 
ber Music, the following year. 


* * * 


Miss Mabel LeBlanc, Stephens Memorial 
Library Staff, Southwestern Louisiana Insti- 
tute, prepared an interesting exhibit for dis- 
play in the library based on the theme ‘the 
faculty in print and their publications since 
1950:” 

Miss Norma Durand, Stephens Memorial 
Library cataloger, reports that the depart- 
ment has been busy processing books for 
the new Engineering Library, which should 
be ready for occupancy during the Summer 
Session. 


* * * 


Mrs. Florrinell Morton, Director, LSU 
Library School, reports that Dr. Ralph R. 
Shaw, president of the American Library 
School, was consultant at the Work Simpli- 
fication conference, co-sponsored by the LSU 
Library School and the Louisiana State Li- 
brary. Louisiana parish Libraries and the 
state agencies of Arkansas, Mississippi and 
Alabama were represented in the attendance. 


* * * 


The LSU Library School is conducting an 
in-service training class for the staffs of 
Tangipahoa, Washington, and St. Tammany, 
with Miss S. Metella Williams as teacher. 
The subject is Reference Services and classes 
are being held each Wednesday morning 
at Headquarters, Tangipahoa Parish Library, 
Amite. Three Librarians of the Lincoln- 
Lawrence Regional Library, Brookhaven, are 
participating in the course. 


Louisiana Polytechnic Institute Prescott 
Memorial Library is continuing its experi- 
mental program of not charging overdues. 
Reports are that results to date have been 
“Highly satisfactory and the system will 
probably be continued permanently.” 

Tech also reports that it has doubled its 
periodicals binding list this year. At the start 
of 1956-57 the library bound 206 titles in 
325 volumes. Now they are binding 488 
titles in 600 volumes, including 30 titles on 
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microfilm. This is the result of a ‘‘compre- 
hensive binding program instituted by the 
Associate Librarian, Mr. William H. O. 
Scott, assisted by Miss Marjorie Leigh, 
Catalog Librarian, who catalogued about 290 
serials, and by an indefatigable student as- 
sistant.” The binding program, it is reported, 
will eliminate 80 per cent of the unbound 
backlog by 1960. 

Two notable additions to the Prescott 
Memorial Library collection are: 

A second edition of Francis Bacon's 

Resuscitation, ot, Bringing into publick 
light several pieces, of the works, civil, his- 
torical, philosophical, and theological, hith- 
erto sleeping; of the Right Honourable 
Francis Bacon, baron of Verulam, viscount 
Saint Alban. According to the best corrected 
coppies. Together, with his lordships life. 
By William Rawley . . . London, Printed by 
Sarah Griffin for W. Lee, 1661. 

And, John Parkinson’s 

Paradisi in sole paradisus terrestris. Or, 
a choice garden of all sorts of rarest flowers, 
with their nature, place of birth, time of 
flowering, names, and vertues to each plant, 
useful in physick, or admired for beauty. To 
which is annext a kitchin-garden furnished 





with all manner of herbs, roots, and fruits, 
for meat or sawce used with us. With the 
art of planting an orchard of all sorts of 
fruit-bearing trees and shrubs, shewing the 
nature of grafting, inoculating, and pruning 
of them. Together with the right ordering, 
planting and preserving of them, with their 
select vertues: all unmentioned in former 
herbals. Collected by John Parkinson, Apoth- 
ecary of London, and the Kings Herbarist. 
The 2nd impression much cor. and enl. 
London, Printed by R. N. and are to be 
sold by Richard Thrale at his shop at the 
signe of the Cross-Keys at Pauls-gate, going 
into Cheap-side, 1656. 

Stephens Memorial Library has received 
several gifts of significance in the last few 
months. Probably the most important was 
the gift of a large collection of manuscripts, 
clipping, pamphlets and books relating to 
the history of Southwest Louisiana by the 
DeBaillon family of Lafayette. Mrs. Joseph 
Glorioso, Sr., also of Lafayette, gave the 
Library a bound file of Life Magazine, com- 
plete from 1936 to 1952. Other important 
runs of valuable periodicals were received 
from Mrs. Zoe Savage, and Dr. Robert 
Kapsinow. 


Public Library News 


By 
EDITH PETERSON 


Mrs. Emily Coleman and Mrs. Peggy 
Wille started work on March 4th at the 
Calcasieu Parish Library. Miss Ernestine 
Crouse, former cataloger, returned to her 
home in Baton Rouge and has accepted a 
position at L.S.U. 

The annual meeting of the Fifth District 
Trustees Association will be held April 24th 
in Columbia with the Caldwell Parish Li- 
brary as host. Miss Sallie Farrell will be the 
guest speaker. 

Five assistants of the Concordia Parish 
Library staff are enrolled in the third North- 
East regional in-service training class being 


taught in St. Joseph by Miss Norris McClel- 
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lan of the L.S.U. Library School. Four full- 
time staff members and two part-time mem- 
ers of the Catahoula Parish Library are tak- 
ing the course in Jena. Mrs. S. R. Gray, 
Director of the Catahoula-Concordia Parish 
Libraries, attended the L.L.A. convention in 
New Orleans. 

New staff members at the East Baton 
Rouge Parish Library are Miss Nancy Mc- 
Innis, formerly with the State Library; Mr. 
Will J. Landry, who was in the circulation 
department of Notre Dame University in 
South Bend, Indiana; Mrs. Dorothy Cannon 
and Mrs. Stella Smith. Mr. Kenneth Eilers 
has joined the Coast Guard and will leave in 
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June. Mrs. Marvin Bell of the Circulation 
Department is on leave to take care of her 
new baby daughter. 

The East Baton Rouge Planning Commis- 
sion and City-Parish Council have recom- 
mended and approved a five-year plan for 
expanded library facilities. The means of 
financing the $500,000 project has not yet 
been decided. 

Mrs. Clifford Dickey and Mr. W. M. 
Knobles were appointed to the East Carroll 
Parish Library Board of Control in January. 
Mrs. Dickey and Librarian Elizabeth Cam- 
mack attended the LLA meetings in New 
Orleans in March. 

Mrs. Celia Moore announces that an open 
house is being planned for April 7th at the 
Harahan Branch Library, the first Parish 
owned library building in Jefferson Parish. 
Miss Amelia Vining, formerly of the St. 
Charles and Tangipahoa Parish Libraries, 
has joined the headquarters staff at Jeffer- 
son. 

Property owners of Lafourche Parish re- 
voted the two mill library maintenance tax 
for a period of ten years. Although the vot- 
ing was very light due to the large number 
of issues involved and the inclement weath- 
er, the library tax received a total of 708 
votes for, with an assessed valuation of 
$1,018,741.10. There were 94 votes against 
the library with an assessment of $138,- 
272.00. The library and health unit taxes 
were the most popular of the eight issues 
included. Attending the recent Work Sim- 
plication Conference and the LLA Conven- 
tion were Miss Edith Peterson, Librarian, 
and Mrs. Florette Porche, assistant librarian. 
Mrs. Sidney Peltier, President of the Library 
Board, attended the Trustees meeting and 
the Book Dinner. 

Mrs. Ella Lee Faulk of the Jennings Pub- 
lic Library retired April 1st after serving as 
librarian for twelve and one-half years. Mrs. 
Ruby Reaud, who has been on the staff for 
five years and has served as assistant for two 
years, succeeds Mrs. Faulk. Other staff mem- 
bers are Mrs. Gladys Marshall, assistant; 
Mrs. Katherine Brady and Mrs. Claude Lee 
McKague. 

The Lake Charles Public Library opened 
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a new Audio-Visual Department on the first 
of March. It is housed on the second floor 
of the library and includes a Music Room, 
a large lecture and projection room and an 
art exhibit gallery. The music room is fur- 
nished with comfortable chairs and a Hi-Fi 
record player. Earphones are provided for 
those who wish to listen undisturbed. The 
new department opened with a music library 
of 94 long-playing records and in one week’s 
time—before any publicity had appeared in 
the newspapers—seventy of the records were 
in circulation. The film library includes 27 
16mm sound films — most in color. The 
projection room has been booked for show- 
ings a month in advance. Many young peo- 
ples’ organizations are planning tours of the 
library to become better acquainted with its 
facilities. The department is under the di- 
rection of Mrs. Dorothy M. Love, a graduate 
of Texas State College for Women with a 
degree in Library Science. The year follow- 
ing graduation was spent in Europe. Mrs. 
Love has had experience as circulation librar- 
ian in St. Martinville. 


Those attending the State Library Asso- 
ciation Convention in New Orleans from 
Morehouse Parish were Mrs. Joseph W. Bar- 
ham, Trustee; Mrs. Lou Venia G. Jones, 
Librarian; and Miss Irma Jean Degges, 
Headquarters Assistant. 

The new Main Library building in New 
Orleans has received national acclaim 
through Progressive Architecture magazine, 
which presented it the top award for design 
in the Public Building category. The archi- 
tects, Curtis & Davis; Goldstein, Parham & 
Labouisse ; Favrot, Reed, Mathes & Bergman, 
the Library Board, and the Librarian and 
Assistant Librarian were all invited to the 
award dinner at the Roosevelt Hotel in New 
Orleans on January 18, at which time awards 
were presented to the design winners in all 
categories of buildings. A picture of the 
model, together with a brief description, also 
appeared in Business Week for January 19, 
1957. A number of unusual gifts have been 
received within the past several months, in 
addition to several large and important col- 
lections of books. The Business & Profes- 
sional Women’s Club has donated the sum 
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of $850 for a large lighted globe to be 
placed in the new Business & Science De- 
partment of the downtown Main Library. 
Both patios on the second floor of the build- 
ing have been formally “adopted” by the 
New Orleans Town Gardeners and by the 
Junior League of New Orleans. The Car- 
rolton Speech School has agreed to donate a 
storyteller’s chair for the new Children’s 
Department, and the Gentilly Lions Club is 
presenting a glass display case. Other gifts 
are being obtained by the Library League. 
In addition, the ‘Friends of the New Or- 
leans Public Library” have received many 
checks to be applied to certain designated 
needs of the new building. They are con- 
ducting a Gifts Campaign on a city-wide 
basis. This group recently joined the LLA 
as an institutional member. 


Librarian John Hall Jacobs has been work- 
ing on surveys of two new Main Library 
building projects — Shreveport, Louisiana, 
and Meridian, Mississippi. He also attended 
a meeting in New York of the Library Serv- 
ices for the Blind on March 4 and Sth. 
Personnel changes have included the follow- 
ing: Miss Marjorie T. Zander, Newcomb, 
1956, is now Library Assistant at the Mayer 
Broadmoor Library, replacing Miss Patricia 
Lykins, who resigned. Mrs. Blanche M. 
Kelso, Newcomb, 1950, is now Library 
Assistant at the Robt. E. Smith Library, re- 
placing Miss Barbara Drackett, who is con- 
tinuing with the Library on a part-time and 
substitute basis, having joined the faculty of 
the Newcomb Nursery School. Miss Eliza- 
beth A. Maught, Newcomb, 1957, has joined 
the staff of the Archives Department, re- 
placing Miss Jacqueline Pattison, resigned. 

The Library Board lost its oldest member 
with the death of Mr. John R. Conniff, who 
had served continuously since 1932; as Vice- 
Chairman from 1936 to 1953, and as Hon- 
orary Chairman since 1953. He died Janu- 
ary 20, 1957. A new Member of the Library 
Board is Mr. James Wilkinson III, past pres- 
ident of the YMBC and active spokesman 
during the recent campaign of the new Main 
Library. He replaces Mr. Malcolm Mundy, 
whose term had expired. The Great Books 
Leader Training Program for 1957 began 
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March 8 at the Milton H. Latter Memorial 
Library. This is a joint program of the New 
Orleans Public Library and the Great Books 
Foundation; and the local unit is the oldest 
in this part of the nation. 

Mrs. Myrtis S. Torres of Maringouin has 
been appointed assistant in the Livonia 
Branch of the Pointe Coupee Parish Library. 
She replaces Mrs. Ferdie Prestenbach, who 
resigned to devote full time to the niece 
and two nephews whom she and her husband 
have adopted. 


The $700,000 bond issue for the expan- 
sion of the Ouachita Parish Public Library 
system was sold to two New Orleans firms 
as the low bidders at the regular monthly 
meeting of the Police Jury on March 13th. 
This means that money will be available 
about May 1 and that construction of two 
of the Library buildings will get under way 
in the summer. The Main Library building 
will be located on a large corner lot on 
Stubbs, North 18th and North 19th. This 
location will provide ample parking space 
and will also provide for future expansion. 
The building is to cost around $350,000 and 
it is the plans for this building which will 
be presented to the Architecture Committee 
of the Public Libraries Division of the 
American Library Association at the conven- 
tion in Kansas City on June 26 by Miss 
Frances Flanders, Librarian, and Mrs. B. W. 
Biedenharn, Chairman of the Board of Trus- 
tees. This building will not go into con- 
struction until after that time. Construction 
of the West Monroe Library may begin in 
late June or early July. This is a building 
which will cost about $180,000 and will be 
located on the corner of Clayton and Cypress 
Streets. The architect for the main library 
is Mr. William King Stubbs and the archi- 
tects for the West Monroe Library are the 
firms of Rivers and Heuer and Buford Jacka 
Associates. The third Branch of the library 
is the Anna Meyer Branch which will be 
constructed at the site of the present main 
library, after the completion of the new 
Library. 

Formal opening ceremonies of the St. 
Martin Parish Library headquarters and the 
Breaux Bridge Branch Library buildings 
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were held Sunday afternoon, March 31st. 
A brief ceremony followed by a blessing of 
the buildings by the pastor of the local 
Catholic Church was held. Tentative date for 
the dedication of the Carver and Journet 
Branches is April 7th. The Evangeline Area 
Regional Library meeting was held in the 
public library at St. Martinville, February 
25th with staff members from Acadia, Iberia, 
Lafayette, St. Mary, Vermilion, and St. Mar- 
tin in attendance. The morning portion of 
the program was a ‘sample’ Great Books 
Discussion led by Mr. and Mrs. John Hall 
Jacobs, with local citizens participating. 
Luncheon speaker was Miss Emily Spencer, 
Librarian of the Calcasieu Parish Library, 
who spoke on the responsibilities of the 
Branch Assistant. 
novel of the twentieth century was given in 
the afternoon by Mr. J. C. Broussard, In- 
structor of English at S.L.I. Miss Edith 
Steckler, President of the Library Board of 
St. Martin Parish; and Mr. Grover Rees, 
Board member, were also present. Mr. Rees 
attended a meeting of the LLA Convention 
in New Orleans. Also present for the meet- 


A talk on the American, 


ings was Miss Hazel Sockrider, Librarian. 

Mrs. Jody Goodyear, bookmobile and 
headquarters assistant of the St. Mary Par- 
ish Library, was married to Mr. Clyde Des- 
latte on February 14th in the Franklin First 
Methodist Church. 

A site has been purchased and plans have 
been drawn for a combined headquarters and 
Franklin Branch Library. The St. Mary Par- 
ish Police Jury will build the library in con- 
junction with the Parish Health Unit. Each 
unit will have its own entrance on separate 
streets, and will be treated as two distinct 
units. Funds to be used for the library 
building are a $10,000 gift from Mr. John 
Caffery given for this purpose and sever- 
ance tax money. 

Together with libraries in Tangipahoa and 
Washington Parishes and in Brookhaven, 
Mississippi, St. Tammany Library is partic- 
ipating in an in-service training program 
under the leadership of Miss S. Metella Wil- 
liams of the L.S.U. Library School, and 
through the L.S.U. Extension Division. 
Branch assistants from St. Tammany who 
are attending classes every Wednesday for 
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a six weeks period in Amite are: Mrs. 
Edwina B. Fonti, Covington; Mrs. Juanita 
Grantham, Bush; Mrs. Bianca Chatellier, 
Madisonville; and Mrs. Odetha Pittman, 
Folsom. 


Staff members of the Shreve Memorial 
Library attending the recent LLA Conven- 
tion in New Orleans were Miss Inez Boone, 
Librarian, Zelma Houston, Mary Randall, 
Gloria Monk, Virginia Walker, Marjory 
Young, and Mrs. Marvin Bass, Trustee. Miss 
Boone and Miss Mary Ann Arnold attended 
the Work Simplification Conference in 
Baton Rouge. Committee recommendations 
have already been successfully integrated in 
the Shreve system. Three years of continuous 
T.V. production will be marked by the staff, 
May 10, 1957. At the end of the 156 weeks, 
Shreve Library, KSLA-TV, and KTBS-TV 
will have produced 336 programs for the 
entertainment and education of the Ark-La- 
Tex region. Subject matter of the shows 
covers fiction and non-fiction as well as 
planned programs ranging from cats to reli- 
gion. Programs are expected to continue in- 
definitely. Attendance at meetings in the 
Main Library has been increasing. Garden 
Forum which meets monthly has increased 
its attendance by 25%. Guest speakers who 
were expert in their respective fields and the 
the use of Visual Aid materials, such as 
slides, films, demonstrations, etc. have con- 
tributed to this gain. The Genealogy Depart- 
ment which plays host to the American 
Genealogical Society has reported that mem- 
bership has risen from the original 50 char- 
ter members of 1955 to 90 in 1957. Up 
to March 15th of this year, 275 patrons have 
registered as using the Library genealogical 
facilities. 

Union Parish Library began operation on 
a local basis on March 31st, after being a 
demonstration library for one year. A tax 
election was held recently and a three mill 
tax for library support and maintenance for 
a period of ten years was passed. The pop- 
ular vote was 351 in favor of and 214 
against. Assessed valuation was $683,580 
for the library and $355,165 against. Mrs. 
Maxine Gillum has replaced Mrs. E. J. 
Albritton as Farmerville Branch Assistant. 
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Mrs. Edna Liggin, formerly part-time book- 
mobile assistant, is now the assistant in 
charge of the bookmobile. 


Mrs. Frank Hardee, Board Member, Miss 
Alene Melancon, assistant Librarian, and 
Mrs. Margaret Walsworth, Librarian, of 
Vermilion Parish Library attended LLA. 
Mrs. Hardee is the new vice-president elect 
of the Trustees Section. Attending the re- 
gional meeting in St. Martinville were Mrs. 
Mildred Broussard, Mrs. Frankie Brown and 
Mrs. Margaret Walsworth, Abbeville; Mrs. 
Saul Broussard, Maurice; Miss Elvie Stansel, 
Gueydan ; and Mrs. Ruth Broussard, Kaplan. 
Mrs. Loread Rush joined the staff of the 
Library as headquarters clerk-typist. 

Miss Wanda Jordan, January graduate 
from Northwestern State College, joined the 
staff of the Vernon Parish Library Demon- 
stration as assistant librarian on February 1st. 
In addition to her duties in headquarters, 
Miss Jordan is in charge of the Bookmobile. 

On March 19th at a special meeting, the 
Vernon Parish Library Board decided to 
request the Police Jury to call a special elec- 
tion in June for the library maintenance tax 
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and for a building tax. The Demonstration 
Library prepared a special booklist for the 
4-H clubs in honor of National 4-H Club 
week and these were distributed by the Assis- 
tant Home Demonstration Agent, Miss Mar- 
garet Lynn Clark. Plans are now being com- 
pleted for a Church Workers’ Day to be held 
so that church workers throughout the par- 
ish will have the opportunity to examine 
some of the books which are available 
through their library and which would help 
them do a more effective job in their respec- 
tive Church. Ministers and laymen of all 
denominations have been most cooperative 
in this project. A regional meeting of branch 
assistants from Beauregard, Sabine, Vernon, 
Rapides, Avoyelles, Natchitoches, Allen, and 
DeSoto Parishes is being planned for April 
17th in Leesville. 


Mrs. Thelma B. Dixon, Librarian, Wash- 
ington Parish Library, attended the Work 
Simplification Conference in Baton Rouge 
in February. Mrs. Dixon and Mrs. C. J. 
Crawford attended the 31st Annual Con- 
vention of the LLA in New Orleans in 
March. During January and February, 1957, 
the Northside Garden Club of Bogalusa 
landscaped the grounds surrounding the 
Branch Library on Austin Street. Azaleas 
and daylilies were planted, and the lawn 
was reseeded. Large shrubs which blocked 
the approach to the library were moved to 
a more strategic place. Mr. Frank Heyward, 
Jr., President of the Washington Parish Li- 
brary Board, spoke at Yale ‘University on 
March 15 using as his subject ‘Forestry and 
Public Relations.” 


sbouisiana School Libraries 


Mrs. Evelyn Strart Cormier, Librarian at 
Martin Behrman High School, New Orleans, 
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has received several honors recently. She 
received a key to the city of New Orleans 
and a certificate of merit for service to the 
community, and the Order of the Rose of 
Beta Sigma Sorority for 15 years of service 
as Director of New Orleans Pi Chapter. 

At the L.L.A. convention in New Orleans, 
two school librarians were elected to offices 
for 1958. Miss Agnes Clark, Librarian, 
Natchitoches High School, was elected Sec- 
ond Vice-President and Miss Dorothy 
Nichey, Librarian at Pelican High was elec- 
ted Secretary. Dorothy is President Elect of 
Louisiana Association of School Librarians. 
Other officers of L.A.S.L. will be elected at 
its next meeting which will be held during 
the Louisiana Teacher’s Association Con- 
vention. At its convention meeting Louisiana 
Association of School Librarians had Pie 
Dufour, columnist of Times Picayune as its 
principal speaker. His topic was “New Or- 
leans a la Mode.’ This was followed by a 
discussion period where school library prob- 
lems were aired. 

Dr. Lena de Grummond, State Supervisor 
of School Libraries, has called a meeting of 
Library Science Teachers over the State. 
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School Librarians, who double as Library 
Science Instructors during the summer time, 
will be invited to attend this conference of 
Library Science Instructors which will be 
held March 28 and 29 on the campus of 
Northwestern State College. Those who have 
been invited to attend are Miss Ruby Moore, 
Librarian of Fair Park High School, Shreve- 
port, La., Miss Helen Maestri, New Orleans, 
La., Mrs. Lucille Daughdrill, Librarian, 








Northwestern State College Elementary 
School, Natchitoches, La., and Miss Agnes 
Clark, Librarian, Natchiteches High School. 

Miss Jean Royston, Librarian of Sulphur 
Junior High, and chairman of Louisiana Li- 
brary Association’s Recruitment Committee 
is urging school librarians over the state to 
sponsor a career day for prospective librar- 
ians. Many librarians have their career days 
already planned. 





President’s Message — 


(Continued from Page 69) 

and regrets that they were unable to be pres- 
ent at the breakfast were received from: Mrs. 
Lois White Henderson (1928), Fort Worth, 
Texas, who has been an invalid for the past 
two years; Mrs. Lois S. Shortess (1931) of 
the State Library staff, Baton Rouge, missing 
her first meeting in some time because of 
illness in her family; Miss Mary Walton 
Harris (1937), now retired and living in 
Fresno, California; and Mrs. Ruth Reagan 
Baird (1940) of Minden, now the mother 
of four boys. Business in Baton Rouge that 
day prevented Miss Vivian Cazayoux (1954) 
from joining the others. She works tirelessly 
keeping up with the revisions in the mailing 
list of the Bulletin and we are indebted to 
her for this and other services to LLA. 


INTERLIBRARY LOAN CODE FOR LOUISIANA 
LIBRARIES 


Luncheon meetings scheduled on Friday 
during convention brought a request from 
the group that met to talk about interlibrary 
loans. At my suggestion, Eugene Watson, 
who led this group discussion, wrote me the 
results of the meeting as follows: 

“In accordance with your request, the 

group of us who participated in the ‘inter- 

library-loan discussion group meeting’ dur- 
ing the recent Louisiana Library Associa- 
tion Convention, voted unanimously to 
recommend to the Executive Board of the 

Association that a special committee of 

five members (including Mr. James 

Dyson, and three representatives from 

Louisiana State University, the State Li- 
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brary, and Tulane University, respective- 

ly) should be appointed to prepare for 

submission to the membership at the 1958 

state convention a suggested code of pro- 

cedure to govern interlibrary loans among 
the various libraries of the state.”’ 

A special committee will be appointed 
shortly to undertake this task ‘of coordinat- 
ing interlibrary loan policies of Louisiana 
libraries. The method of dissemination of 
the results will be left to the committee—it 
will be issued as a committee report and 
possibly may be published as an article in 
the Bulletin or perhaps a special pamphlet. 

The need for such a study can be traced 
in part, if not entirely, to the current Union 
Catalog of Louisiana Materials project, 
which, when completed, may increase the 
calls for interlibrary loans. 

The membership will be kept informed of 
the progress. 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


Special committees have been appointed 
as follows: 

Committee on revision of State Documents 
Distribution Act— 

Chairman, Peggy Harper, Law Library, Lout- 
siana State University, Baton Rouge. 

Mrs. Edith T. Atkinson, Louisiana State 
Library, Baton Rouge. 

Mrs. Sybil Yates Farr, Istrouma High School, 
Baton Rouge. 

Anna Davis, L. A. Sims Memorial Library, 
Southeastern Louisiana College, Ham- 
mond. 

Mrs. Thelma Boles Dixon, Washington Par- 
ish Library, Franklinton. 
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Mrs. Ellen R. Tilger, New Orleans Public 
Library, New Orleans 

Mrs. Margaret T. Lane, Office of the Secre- 
tary of State of Louisiana, Baton Rouge 
(ex-officio) 

Indexing of Louisiana magazines— 

Chairman, Mrs. Edith T. Atkinson, Loui- 
siana State Library, Baton Rouge. 

Mrs. Dorothy J. Lawton, Howard-Tilton 
Memorial Library, Tulane University, 
New Orleans. 

Lucy B. Foote, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge. 

Dr. Eugene P. Watson, Russell Library, 
Northwestern State College, Natchitoches. 

Mrs. Thesta Ann Hogan, Prescott Memorial 
Library, Louisiana Polytechnic Institute, 
Ruston. 

Mary Ellen Tilley, St. Mary Parish Library, 
Franklin. 

Mrs. James M. Holloway, Pointe Coupee 
Parish Library, New Roads 

Scholarship Committee's Advisory Group 
(all members are ex-officio) 

Mrs. Lena Y. De Grummond, State Super- 
visor of School Libraries, Baton Rouge. 
Dr. Essae M. Culver, State Librarian, Loui- 

siana State Library, Baton Rouge. 


Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, L.S.U. Library 


School, Baton Rouge. 


Mrs. Ruth Clark Reedy, Lake Charles High 
School (past president). 

Loma Knighten, Stephens Memorial Library, 
Southwestern Louisiana, Lafayette (repre- 
senting College & Reference Section) 

Mrs. Monnie T. Cheves, Natchitoches Ele- 
mentary School (representing Louisiana 
Association of School Libraries) 

Mrs. Lucile Y. Campbell, De Soto Parish 
Library, Mansfield (representing Public 
Library Section) 

Mrs. O. N. Reynolds (representing Trustees’ 
Section). 

Union Catalog of Louisiana materials com- 
mittee— 

Chairman, Norma Durand, Stephens Memo- 
rial Library, Southwestern Louisiana Insti- 
tute, Lafayette. 

Cecile M. Judice, Stephens Memorial _Li- 
brary, Southwestern Louisiana Institute, 
Lafayette. 

Debora R. Abramson, 
brary, Baton Rouge. 

Margaret Ruckert, New Orleans Public Li- 
brary. 

Betty A. Maihles, Howard-Tilton Memorial 
Library, Tulane University, New Orleans. 

Olive C. Roberts, Russell Library, North- 
western State College, Natchitoches. 


Louisiana State Li- 


George Guidry, Louisiana State University 
Library, Baton Rouge. 
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— Photo by Mike Bates 


Mr. C. O. Holland, President of the Webster parish library board. 
Brunette Klaus, Librarian, Opelousas High School, winner of Modisette Award for school librarians. 
This award was presented last fall at a statewide meeting of Teen-Age Library Clubs at LSU. 
Miss Marion Taylor, Librarian, Webster Parish 
Mrs. Florrinell Morton, Director, LSU Library School — who presented the awards 
at the Book Dinner at LLA 
Dr. Mary Mims, member of the LouIstaNA STATE LIBRARY Board for 15 years. 
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Balance on hand in checking account 

December 31, 1956 

Outstanding checks 

Amount due Sections 
College & Reference 
Public Library 
La. Assoc. School Libns. 
Trustees 


TOTAL 


Balance in checking account 
January 1, 1957 for all general purposes 


Estimated Income: 
Dues: 
700 Individual at $2.00 
20 Contributing at $5.00 
60 Institutional at $5.00 


TOTAL 


Pamphlet fund (reimbursement for cost of 
printing Be a Librarian pamphlet) 


Convention: 
30 Exhibitors’ fees at $36.00 
300 Registration fees at $1.00 
Meals 
TOTAL 


GRAND TOTAL 


Expenditures: 
Adult Education 
Constitution, By-laws and Manual 
Federal relations 
Intellectual freedom 
Legislation 
Louisiana Literary Award 
Membership 
Modisette Award 
Modisette Award-Trustees 
Nominating 


Budget 1957 


$1,122.53 
130.19 


$33.37 
469.42 
134.12 
115.49 





$ 832.60 


$1,400.00 
100.00 
300.00 


$1,080.00 
300.00 
1,000.00 


20.00 
10.00 
40.00 
20.00 
15.00 
60.00 
20.00 
50.00 
60.00 
25.00 
10.00 


fh 


fA 


f 


A 


159.74 


_ 


,800.00 


212.38 


2,380.00 


4,552.12 





1956 
$1,698.80 


$ 760.07 


$ 938.73 


(est.) 


$1,918.50 


$2,668.38 
$5,525.61 


3.00 


28.52 
3.00 
190.07 
10.00 
32.01 
48.08 
17.18 
3.88 








a complete binding service 


. Class “A” Quality 
- + Book & Magazine Binding 

- + . Free Shipping Containers 

- + + + Prompt, Dependable Service 
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56 
8.80 


10.07 


8.50 


8.38 
5.61 


3.00 


8.52 
3.00 
10.07 
0.00 
2.01 
8.08 
7.18 
3.88 














Public relations 

Recruiting 

Scholarship 

State planning 
Revision of state’ documents act 
Indexing of Louisiana magazines 
Union catalog of Louisiana material 


TOTAL 


Convention: 
Speakers’ expenses 
Meals 
“Coffee with Exhibitors” 
Reception 
Commercial exhibits 
Professional exhibits 
Hospitality 
Registration 
Program 
Tea 
Tape recorder 
Convention chairman 
Local publicity 
Miscellaneous 
TOTAL 


General operating expenses 


Miscellaneous: 
Association dues and support ALA 
Southwestern Library Assoc. (14 of biennial 

dues 1957-8 1214¢ x 814 members) 

ALA Washington office 
Louisiana Adult Education council 
ALA Representative allotment 
Sections 
President's contingency fund 
Bulletin subsidy and mailing costs 
Legal fee for incorporating 


TOTAL 
GRAND TOTAL 


Balance 


$ 


75.00 
160.00 
100.00 

40.00 

25.00 

75.00 

15.00 


500.00 


1,000.00 


$ 


75.00 
50.00 
75.00 
15.00 
50.00 
100.00 
20.00 
25.00 
50.00 
15.00 
10.00 
15.00 





25.00 


101.75 
50.00 
3.00 


$ 


179.75 
100.00 
400.00 

75.00 
450.00 
100.00 
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$ 820.00 


$2,000.00 
400.00 


$1,304.75 
$4,524.75 


$ 27.37 





13.88 
349.93 
54.96 


37.02 


$7,791.73 


$2,049.42 
310.40 


At last! A truly complete set of... 


GUIDE HEADINGS 


up to 11,000 subject headings 


¢ other sets of 1000 or 
5000 for smaller libraries 


e special set of 400 headings 
for Catholic libraries 


There is a printed guide heading set to 
fit the needs and capacity of your 
library. As your library grows you can 
add the next larger set of headings 
without disrupting the existing index- 
ing. Each set is a complete alphabetical 
guide to give you just the right spacing 
for easy reference. Intensive research 
secured the proper selection of subject 
headings from the Library of Congress 
and other authoritative sources. 
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from A to Zwemer 


DON’T WAIT to get started on your cat- 
alog. You will be amazed at how fast 
you can install this new system, and 
how effective and pleasing the results 
will be. 


LIBRARY BUREAU 


Remington. Frand 
DIVISION OF SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 


1711 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans 13, Louisiana 
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